
“Contents of the Dead Man’s Pocket” – Jack Finney p 118 

 

Vocabulary: 

compulsion      imperceptibly 

 

davenport      interminable 

 

deftness      reveling 

 

giddiness      sidling 

 

Questions: (Answer in complete sentences!) 

1. List at least three clues that would lead us to believe that the story 

does indeed take place during the 1950’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. In what context is the story’s title given?  Why does Tom think, 

“Contents of the dead man’s pockets…A wasted life”? (p 132) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. In what ways did Tom try to get the attention of people so they could 

help him?  Produce at least three. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What is Tom’s reaction to losing the paper at the beginning of the 

story?  What is his reaction at the end?  Why has it changed? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What would you say is the theme of the story? (If you leave this answer 

blank, woe to you!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Define foreshadowing.  What are some examples of foreshadowing 

within the story?  Paraphrase them and include the page number. 


