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Fifth Grade White Team
Social Studies Syllabus

Instructor: Mr. Ronald J. Rabenold, B.S., M.Ed.

Time Available: I am available during my Planning Time from 8:12-8:52,    If you wish to utilize a time before or after school, advance notice is suggested and appreciated.  

Course Description: Foundations of United States History from the time of the Native American Settlement to the Journey of Discovery of Lewis and Clark.  Emphasis is also placed on the physical and cultural geography of the United States.

Determination of Grades: Student achievement is assessed at many levels.  Students are graded on the percentage of homework assignments completed, some of which will also be given a separate percentage grade.   Quizzes and tests below 30 points carry single weight, while tests greater than 30 points, such as Unit Tests, carry double weight.  Additionally, small writing prompts will be given about once or twice per week.  Students will also complete about one Major Project each marking period ranging from map activities to research reports.   A Mid-term Writing Project will be assigned worth 5% of the total yearly grade and a Final Exam worth 5% of the total grade will also be given.
Topics and Timeline: 
New This Year: We will be covering the curriculum in two layers:

Primary Focus - Webb’s Depth of Knowledge Level 1 and Level 2 – September through December - Grades will be determined by assessing vocabulary knowledge, reading responding to the chapter with CLOZE technique, small group discussions and short written assignments, small quizzes and writing prompts.  There will be at least one project assigned during this time, all the while leading to the culmination of a Mid-Term Writing Assignment that will account for 5% of the total grade for the year.  After every two to three chapters at this level, students will be guided to apply a more demanding reasoning to the concepts by assigning a small investigative project that will assess this knowledge.  By covering a basic level of understanding of the full breadth of the curriculum first, students will better able to relate the information and apply more abstract and cognitive reasoning to that information once we enter the second half of the year after the December break.   
Primary Focus – Webb’s Depth of Knowledge Level 3 and Level 4 - January through June – Will repeat the above curriculum going into the higher levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy: Applying, Analyzing, Evaluating and Creating.  At this level students will in addition to the assessments used in the First Layer, will also apply what they know to simulation activities and tests.
August 
Intro to Components of Social Studies – History, Economics, Science and Technology, Geography, Culture, Citizenship, Government, National Symbols  

Layer #1: September to December: 
Layer #2: January to May: 

The following is the content progression for both Layer #1 and Layer #2.:

Geography Skills Review

American People, American Land
Age of Exploration


Life in the Western Hemisphere



Native Americans of North America

 
Life in the Eastern Hemisphere

Spain Builds an Empire




Struggle to Found Colonies



Life in the English Colonies



The Fight for a Continent

The Road to War



Winning the Revolution

Forming a New Government



The Young United States

The United States Turns Fifty



Canada – Geography, Culture, Government, Economy

May to June:
Economics/Stock Market Simulation/Local History as it relates to 


national history and preparation for the written 100 question final exam.
Lessons are designed to be as student-centered as possible; therefore the more the student puts into class, the more he/she will get out of it.  Because of this type of student participation, the scope of lessons and project assignments may necessitate the need to alter the above time frames.

Class Expectations: 

1. Students are expected to treat others with respect at all times.

2. Students are expected to be prepared for class with their book, notebook, pencil, and any other necessary materials as instructed.

3. In the event of a scheduled absence due to a school function (i.e. band or chorus) or educational trip, the student is expected to contact me to make arrangements for the completion of class responsibilities such as assignments, notes, or projects.

4. Students may report for Social Studies assistance any day during Enrichment Period using the established pass system.  

5. Students need to abide by all established rules and responsibilities as outlined in the Student Handbook.

What lies behind us and what lies before us are small matters 

compared to what lies within us. 
--Ralph Waldo Emerson
