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6.3 Aquatic Ecosystems
	Term
	Definition

	Salinity
	

	Photic zone
	

	Aphotic zone 
	The layer below the photic zone where no sunlight penetrates and photosynthesis cannot occur

	Benthic zone
	

	Littoral zone
	

	Limnetic zone
	

	Wetland
	

	Flood plain
	

	Estuary
	

	Upwelling
	


1.
Identify three factors that characterize aquatic systems.

2.
Explain why a freshwater fish cannot survive in salt water.

3.
Give one reason why there tends to be more organisms in the photic zone than in the
aphotic zone.
6.
Provide two reasons to support the following statement: Wetlands have significant
ecological importance.

7.
Why are flood plain soils particularly fertile?
Estuaries

8.
Where fresh and salt water mix in coastal estuaries, they form 

ecosystems.

9.
Freshwater estuaries tend to be diverse ecosystems with a mix of river and

 organisms.

10.
Salt marshes stabilize shorelines against 
.

11.
In 
 latitudes, mangrove forests are found along gently sloping,
silty coasts.

12.
The largest 
 in America are in Florida’s Everglades region.

13.
State the ecological importance of estuaries.
The Oceans

14.
Explain the effect salinity and temperature have on water density.

15.
Why are upwellings important to ocean ecosystems?

16.
Identify three major ocean ecosystems.

17.
Compare and contrast kelp forests and coral reefs.

18.
Why is microscopic phytoplankton very important as a food source?
