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7.2 Extinction and Biodiversity Loss
Biodiversity at Risk

1.
Is extinction a natural process? Explain.

2.
Compare and contrast extinction with extirpation.
3.
How does the background rate of extinction differ from mass extinctions?

4.
Which type of species is more likely to become extinct, an endangered species or a
threatened species? Explain.
Causes of Biodiversity Loss
6.
How do the effects of climate change differ from the effects of habitat alteration, invasive
species, overharvesting, and pollution?

7.
A conservation plan could proceed with a single 20-square kilometer habitat preserve or
with two habitat preserves, measuring a total of 20 square kilometers combined. Which
preserve format would support more species? Explain.

8.
What human activities lead to habitat loss?

9.
What are “habitat islands,” and how do they occur?

10.
How did studies of oceanic islands help scientists understand the effect of habitat
fragmentation on species diversity?

11.
What is the greatest cause of biodiversity loss today?

12.
What factors determine whether nonnative species are considered invasive?

13.
List two nonnative species—one that is invasive, and another that is not invasive.

14.
Many protected animals are lost to poaching. What is a main motivation behind poaching?

15.
How do warming temperatures affect animals that live in cold climates?


















