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Use the information in Border 2012 to answer the questions below.

1.
Identify 3 of the 15 pairs of sister cities along the U.S.-Mexico border

2.
Do you think the health of the environment in the border region—and the health of the
residents—will improve or worsen in the future? Explain your answer.

3.
Why is it important that both nations work together to clean up the pollution?

4.

Use the information in the article and the map to explain how two
nations can work together to balance their own interests and needs with the health of the
environment.












Find out more about Border 2012. In small groups, use Internet resources to explore the topic
on the EPA and SEMARNAT Web sites and on other reputable sites. Brainstorm solutions to
the environmental problems in the region, and present your ideas to the class.
The 21st Century Skills used in this activity include Critical Thinking and Problem Solving,
Creativity and Innovation, Communication and Collaboration, Media Literacy, and
Information Literacy.

Log on for more information and activities on the Central
Case, Cleaning the Tides of San Diego and Tijuana.
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diseases, respiratory ailments, and other�health problems.


The U.S. Environmental Protection�Agency (EPA) and Mexico’s Secretariat�of Environment and Natural Resources�(SEMARNAT), along with many other�organizations, are working together on an�environmental plan for the region called�“Border 2012.” This binational effort takes�into account population, demographics,�language, trade, and biological diversity�of the various parts of the border. Border�2012’s six goals are to: reduce water�contamination; reduce air pollution; reduce�land contamination; improve environmental�health; establish emergency preparedness�and response; and to enforce environmental�stewardship.





Border 2012


The pollution problem in the Tijuana�River is just part of a larger environmental�situation along the 3100-kilometer (2000-�mile) border between Mexico and the United�States. Located along this border are 15 pairs�of U.S.-Mexico “sister cities.” The map below�shows the U.S.-Mexico border region and�these sister cities.


Rapid population growth in the border�region’s sister cities has placed stresses�on the region’s resources, causing many�environmental problems. These problems�include air and water pollution, overloading�of water and sewage treatment plants, and�overuse of natural resources. Furthermore,�the health of the region’s nearly 13 million�residents is also at stake. The pollution is�causing respiratory ailments, water-borne








