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Use the information in Zebra Mussel Sightings Distribution to answer the questions below.

1.
Describe the distribution of the mussel one year after it was first sighted.

2.
How does the distribution in 2009 compare with that of 20 years earlier?

3.
Based on the maps, describe the way zebra mussels have spread in the United States.

4.
How can you explain the appearance of mussels in the midwestern and western states?
5.

What information can you infer from the maps that relate to the Big
Question: “How do organisms affect each other’s survival and environment?”

Work as a class to create a compelling multimedia presentation on the invasion of zebra
mussels in the United States. Some groups should focus on the year-by-year spread of zebra
mussels, which is well documented by the U.S. Geological Survey. Other groups may research
the basic biology of the mussels, the extent of the problem, and potential solutions. If possible,
suggest your teacher invite environmental officials from the community to participate.
The 21st Century Skills used in this activity include Communication and Collaboration,
Information, Communication, and Technology (ICT) Literacy, and Creativity and
Innovation.


Log on for more information and activities on the Central
Case, Black and White, and Spread All Over.
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in 1988. The following two maps show the�distribution of zebra mussel sightings in�1989 and 2009.





Zebra Mussel Sightings Distribution








Zebra mussels have taken over waterways�in the United States with alarming speed.�They were first sighted in North America�











