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In 2004 the World Bank, South African
National Parks (SANParks), and South
Africas government teamed up to infuse
the equivalent of $40 million US. dollars
into the expansion of Addo Elephant
National Park. The park is located in the
impoverished Eastern Cape province of
South Africa.

First established in 1931 0n 2000 hectares
(4940 acres) of land, the expanded park
will stretch across some 236,000 hectares
(583,000 actes) and encompass five of the
nation's seven land biomes. Once completed,
the new Addo Elephant National Park
will even include a marine park focused
on the protection of marine organisms.
Conservation measures will work toward
restoration of the park’s degraded farmland
as impoverished farmers abandon farming
for work in the park.

Before expansion, the national park
received approximately 120,000 visitors
a year, half of which came from forelgn
nations. After expansion, the park is
expected to receive far more visitors, which
will greatly boost revenues generated
though eco-tourism. The long-term goals
of the parks expansion are to protect
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wildlife, conserve natural resources by
reducing rellance on farming, and jumpstart
economic growth and employment.

African elephants enjoy savannas and
dry woodlands where food and water are
plentiful. With the expansion of Addo
Elephant National Park, elephants iving
within its borders will have a vast area to
roam. When the park was frst established,
there were only 11 elephants. Today there
are over 450, It remains to be seen, then,
what will become of the biodiversity of
‘Addo Elephant National Park as its elephant
population expands into new territories.
‘Will Addo face the same fate as Hwange
National Park in Zimbabywe, where the
overly high elephant density hasled to so
‘many environmental and human woes?
How best to manage both habitats and the
animals that live in those habitats? Will
revenues from ecotourism be enough to
support a sustainable natural environment,
protect wildlife, and maintain the biomes
found within the park's borders? These and
other questions remain for conservationists,
investors, and governments, as the nations
in Africa seek answers to very difficult
ecological questions.
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Use the information in Addo Elephant National Park to answer the questions below.

1.
Compare the size of the Addo Elephant National Park before and after expansion.
2.
What long-term goals do the World Bank, SANParks, and the South African government
hope the expansion of Addo Elephant National Park will achieve?
3.
How will expansion of Addo Elephant National Park affect the elephants that live there?
4 
What effect will expansion of Addo Elephant National Park have on existing biomes?
5.

How does the information in Addo National Elephant Park affect
your answer to the Big Question: “How does the environment affect where and how an
organism lives?”

Work with a partner to find out more about the Addo Elephant National Park, or another
national park in Africa. Discover where the park is located, its biomes, and what wildlife is
protected there. Learn about the role and influence government and tourism have on the
park’s management. Create an informational poster on your chosen national park.
The 21st Century Skills used in this activity include Information Literacy, Collaboration,
and Critical Thinking and Problem Solving


Log on for more information and activities on the Central
Case, Too Much of a Good Thing.
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Addo Elephant National Park








African elephants are larger than Asian�elephants, and in fact, are the largest of all�land mammals. They have a life span of up�to 70 years and can grow to about 6350 kg�(14,000 lbs). Their diet consists of roots,�grasses, fruit, and bark, and they can consume�up to 300 pounds of food each day. They use�their tusks for digging for food and water and�to strip bark from trees.





For many years elephants were hunted�for their ivory. Though an international ban�on the ivory trade does exist, illegal hunting�continues. Because of these illegal practices�and because of loss of habitat, African�elephants remain classified as a threatened�species. Addo Elephant National Park in�South Africa provides a sanctuary to the�elephants living there.








