American Studies II – 9th grade
2011-12 Syllabus

This year we will concentrate on three areas of learning:
1. Developing 21st century skills- communicate, collaborate, research, problem-solve with the use of technology, non-routine thinking and a self-directed work ethic 
2. Understanding current issues and developing media literacy. You will learn critical reading, listening and discussion skills relating to the news media presentation of current issues.  
3. Examining America’s recent development using a multi-discipline approach to the following historical themes:
Expansion of America – development of the western lands, population expansion through immigration and growth of cities
Industrial Expansion and the Growth of Big Business – new inventions and methods of production, American innovators, progressive movement and other reforms
Boom to Bust – expansionism and foreign involvement in world issues, rapid social changes during the 1920s, stock market crash and the Great Depression
World Leadership – involvement in world affairs, rise of dictators, World War II, the Atomic age, Communism and the Cold War,
Social Revolution- the conformity in the 1950’s  followed by rebellion in the 1960’s, Vietnam War and civil disobedience, Civil Rights, Women’s Rights, environmental and consumer movements
Current America – conservative movement, America’s changing role as democratic world leader, role and size of government and conflicting social issues in a diverse population.
