American Government-  11th grade

2011-2011 Syllabus

This year we will concentrate on three areas of learning:
1. Developing 21st century skills- communicate, collaborate, research, problem-solve with the use of technology, non-routine thinking and a self-directed work ethic 
2. Understanding current issues and developing media literacy. You will learn critical reading, listening and discussion skills relating to the news media presentation of current issues.  
3. Examining America’s government and the responsibility of citizenship in a democracy.  The main topics are:

Unit I  Foundations of the American Government. 

· Principles and Purpose of Government



· Forms of Government/Roots of American Democracy

· Overview of the Constitution and its Basic Principles

· Articles of the Constitution

· Bill of Rights and Civil Liberties

· Constitution Project
Unit II  Citizenship and Political Participation

· Citizenship – Rights & Responsibilities



· Citizen Participation/Political Ideology

· Political Parties and Interest Groups

· Public Opinion and the Media

· Political Campaigns and Elections



· Citizenship Project

Unit III  Three Branches of Government in Action

· The Legislative Branch/ Making Laws

· Public Policy/Domestic Government Programs

· The Executive Branch/ Cabinet and Executive Departments

· Foreign Policy and Current Issues

· The Federal Budget –Revenue & Expenditures

· The Judicial Branch/Supreme Court/Important Cases
Unit IV
Government & the American People

· The Criminal Justice System

· State/County/Local Government

· Final Government Project
