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Lab: Comparing Precision

Problem: Does a beaker or graduated cylinder give a more precise measurement?

Hypothesis:__________________________________________________________

Materials: 
2 bottles of water

beaker

graduated cylinder

Procedure: 

1. Record your estimate for the volume of water in bottle A in the table below.

2. Open the bottle and pour the water into the beaker. Record the volume then pour the water into the graduated cylinder.  Again record the volume.  Pour the water back into bottle A.

3. Repeat steps 1 and 2 for bottle B.

Data




Bottle A


Bottle B

	Estimate
	
	

	Beaker
	
	

	Graduated Cylinder
	
	


Analysis and Conclusion

1. Review your data for one of the bottles, 
How many significant figures did the beaker have?______________
How many significant figures did the graduated cylinder have?______________

2. Which measuring device provided a more precise measurement, the beaker or graduated cylinder?

3. How could you determine the accuracy of your measurements?
