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KEY TO SKULLS OF COMMON BARN OWL PREY

SIDE VIEW OF RODENT SKULL MEASURING THE MANDIBLE

ZYGOMATIC
ARCH

INCISORS

DIASTEMA . MANDIBLE LENGTH——'

{GAP BETWEERN INCISORS AND CHEEX TEETH)

a g CHEEK TEETH TYPES
e Y
BOTTOM SIDE SIbE BOTTOM
LOBED ANGLED
1.a.Skull does nothave teeth..........ccoocen e Bird
b. Skull has teeth.. .o o, goto 2
2.a. Skull does not have adiastema ..o goto 3
b. Skull has a diastema.......c.cccoervevnii i goto4
3.a. Skull does not have a zygomatic arch..............cccccceeiiiviie, Shrew
b. Skuli has a zygomatic arch........c....oiiiiiiii Mole
4.a. Cheekteeth are angled..........cccccevieriniininicn e, gotob
b. Cheek teeth are lobed.........coooo i goto6
5.a. Mandible length 15-20 mm...........cooiiiiiii Vole
b. Mandible length 25-35 mm...........ooviiiii s Pocket Gopher
6.a. Mandible length 10-16 MM.........cc.ociiiiii e, Mouse
b. Mandible length 17-30 mMM........oooii e Rat
RAT SKULL VOLE SKULL
SHREW SKuULL MOLE SKULL
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~.Dental Charts of Some Common Small Mammals

Mammal Number of Tealh Per Sids Totai
Incisors Canines Premolars Molars

Shrews

Sorex, Microsorax, U 3§ )] 3 3

Blairina L 1 1 3 3z
u 3 1 1 3

Notiosorex L 1 i 1 K] 28

) u 3 1 2 ]

Cryplotis L 1 1 1 3 30

Moles

Scapanus,

Condylura, v 3 1 4 K]

Parascalops L 3 1 4 3 44
u 3 1 3 3

Sealopus L 2 0 3 3 38

Mice and Rats

Peromyscus

Microtus

Clathrionomys u 1 0 0 3

Mus, Rattus L o 0 -3 18
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IDENTIFYING OWL PELLET CONTENTS

HOW TO
MEASURE “ e’ TOOTH
THE JAW TYPES

JAW LENGI‘H“— ANGLED POINTHED

ARAT VOLE MOUSE SHREW BIRD

SKULL -, .
AND JAW @ @ (i AR @

JAW LENGTH
MILLIMETERS 17-30 15-20 10-15 7-14 15-40
TOOTH TYPE LOBED ANGLED LOBED POINTED NONE
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