
Objects in Free Fall

What factors affect a falling object? Perform
the following simple activity to begin
learning about the forces that act on falling
objects.

1. Stand beside your desk. Hold a sheet of
notebook paper level at eye level. Release
the sheet of paper and watch it fall.
Describe the motion of the paper. 

2. Hold a sheet of notebook paper that has
been crumpled into a tight ball at eye
level. Release the crumpled paper and
watch it fall. Describe the motion of the
paper. 

3. How do the motions of the flat sheet of
paper and the crumbled ball of paper
compare? What forces do you think are
acting on each sheet of paper?
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Section 12.1 Interest Grabber
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