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Nature Writing Rubric



22 Points Possible
	
	Distinguished

Exceeds Standard
	Proficient

Achieves Standard
	Apprentice

Achieves Standard
	Novice

Below Standard
	Unacceptable

	
	2 points
	2 points
	1 point
	1 point
	0 points
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Content

	__The writer eloquently describes the experience of

observing nature.
	__  The writer effectively describes the experience of
observing nature.
	__The writer somewhat effectively describes the experience of observing nature.
	__The writer describes the
experience of observing nature.
	__ A good faith attempt to observe and write about nature has not been made.

	
	__ The writer uses a choice of sensory details that

demonstrates awareness and

acuteness of the senses.
	__ The writer uses a choice of sensory details that somewhat demonstrates awareness and acuteness of the senses.
	__ The writer uses few sensory details that demonstrate awareness and

acuteness of the senses.
	__ The writer does not use a choice of sensory details

that demonstrate an awareness or acuteness of the senses.
	__ A good faith attempt to observe and write about nature has not been made.

	
	__ The writer provides insight into the process of observing nature.
	__ The writer provides some

insight into the process of observing nature
	__ The writer provides a little insight into the process of observing nature.
	__ The writer provides no insight into the process of

observing nature.
	__ A good faith attempt to observe and write about nature has not been made.

	
	__ The entry is “meaty”—

specific, well-explained, &

supported with ample evidence.
	__ The entry is convincing—specific, with enough evidence to suggest an actual observation.
	__ The entry is convincing and specific only in spots to suggest an observation with one eye open and one eye closed.
	__ The entry is not

convincing and specific, suggesting no real observation occurred.
	__ A good faith attempt to observe and write about nature has not been made.

	
	__ The writer effectively uses a variety of literary devices.
	__ The writer somewhat

effectively uses literary devices.
	__ The writer uses a few literary devices.
	__ The writer rarely uses literary devices.
	__ A good faith attempt to observe and write about nature has not been made.

	
	__ Writer’s voice is consistently evident throughout the paper.
	__ Writer’s voice is

frequently evident

throughout the paper.
	__ Writer’s voice is

infrequently evident

throughout the paper.
	__ Writer’s voice is absent from the paper.


	__ A good faith attempt to observe and write about nature has not been made.

	
	__ Sketches capture the spot

vividly from two clearly different angles.
	__ Sketches capture the spot from two clearly different angles.
	__ Sketches capture the spot from two somewhat different angles.
	__ Sketches are missing or do not capture the spot from two clearly different angles.
	__ A good faith attempt to observe and write about nature has not been made.

	
	__ Sketches’ connection to

the entry is clearly evident and enhances the understanding of the entry.
	__ Sketches’ connection to the entry is evident and deepens the understanding of the entry.
	__ Sketches’ connection

to entry is somewhat clear

but does not add to the understanding of the entry.
	__ Sketches’ connection to the entry is not evident.

	__ A good faith attempt to observe and write about nature has not been made.


	Style and

Conventions
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	__ The entry contains an unusual title and is numbered and dated.
	__ The entry contains an

interesting title and is

numbered and dated.
	__ The entry is titled, numbered, and dated.
	__ The entry is labeled, not

titled, numbered, and dated.
	__  No label, title, number or date

	
	__ Sentence structure is polished. Text flows smoothly

as a result.
	__ A variety of sentence

structures is employed.
	__ Sentence structures lack

variety.
	__ Sentences lack structure

or are awkwardly phrased.
	__ A good faith attempt to

observe the conventions of

writing has not been made.

	
	__ Errors in convention and usage are rare.
	__ Errors in convention and
Usage are significant
	__ Errors in convention and

usage do not detract from
the entry
	__ Errors in convention and

usage detract from the
entry
	__  No evidence of proofreading is present


Adapted from:
American Literature/English 332
J. Nardone
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