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Nature Writing Rubric 
Revised 6/27/12

4 – distinguished; exceeds standard    

3 – proficient; achieves standard    

2 – apprentice; achieves standard    

1 – novice; below standard    

0 – unacceptable; no effort

** 10 points = rough draft
____/4 Graphic Organizer (4)- did you choose & complete one?

Nature Writing: (20)
____/4
Mechanics

( does your entry contain an interesting &/or unusual title?




( is your entry dated?


4 – unusual or interesting title & dated    3 – title & dated    2 – missing title or date    1 – not titled or dated
____/4
Description
( How did you describe your experience of observing nature?


4 – eloquently    3 – effectively    2 – somewhat effectively    1 – just described it

____/4
Sensory Details
( did you use choices to demonstrate acuteness & awareness of the senses?


4 – choices demonstrate    3 – choices somewhat demonstrate    2 – few sensory details    1 – no sensory details
____/4
Insight, Well Explained, Evidence of Observation

( did you provide insight into the process of observing nature?








( were you convincing?








( was there evidence to suggest an ample observation?

       4 – “meaty” with insight, well-explained & supported by ample evidence    
3 – convincing, with enough evidence to suggest an actual observation; some insight
        2 – convincing only in spots to suggest an observation with one eye open and one closed; little insight       1 – is not convincing, suggesting no real observation occurred; no insight
____/4
Sketch
( did your sketch capture the spot?



( was your sketches connection to the spot clearly evident?


( did your sketch enhance or deepen the understanding of the entry

        4 – connection evident, enhances entry, captures spot vividly    
3 – connection evident, deepens understanding, captures the spot
        2 – connection somewhat evident but does not add to understanding, does not capture the spot       1 – sketches connection is not evident, sketch is incomplete
Writing (20)
____/4
Focus
( Do you stick to a good topic sentence? 



( Do you stick to the point? 



( Is your topic sentence a complete sentence?
               4 – clear focus      3 – adequate focus      2 – some focus      1 – no focus
____/4 
Content
( Does your writing “paint a picture”?



( Will the reader know what you are talking about?



( Do you need to add details?


 4 – all details focus on main idea      3 – most details focus…      2 – some details focus…      1 – no details focus…

____/4
Organization
( Do you have a beginning sentence?




( Are your sentences in order?




( Do you have a concluding or ending sentence?

                4 – clear order      3 – adequate order      2 – some order      1 – no order

____/4
Style
(Do you use a good variety of words?



( Could you use better words?



( Do you need and…, but…, then…?

                4 – terrific word choices & sentences      3 – good word choices      2 – okay word choices
      1 – poor word choices
____/4 
Conventions
( Check your grammar.




( Check your spelling.




( Check your sentences for complete sentences.




( Did you indent your paragraph?




( Did you write in paragraph style?

                 4 – minimal mistakes      3 – few mistakes      2 – some mistakes      1 – many mistakes

