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Nature Writing #1: Fall

You will write a journal entry or story on a specific topic that relates to the fall season.

You may include a poem within your writing assignment, but you must write more than just a poem.

One more time: What is your topic or “site?” ___________________________ (1points)

Your writing must be at least 5 paragraphs long. (5 points)

( Do not hand in a paper with scraggly edges!

( Write something that someone else would understand & want to read!
____/4    Complete a graphic organizer before you begin writing (nature pre-writing #1)

____/4
Focus – single controlling point    
 



( Do you stick to a good topic sentence? 

( Do you stick to the point? 



( Is your topic sentence a complete sentence?

4 – clear focus      3 – adequate focus      2 – some focus      1 – no focus
____/4 
Content – ideas developed through facts, examples, details, anecdotes, opinions, statistics, reasons &/or explanations

( Does your writing “paint a picture”?
( Will the reader know what you are talking about?



( Do you need to add details?

4 – all details focus on main idea      3 – most details focus…      2 – some details focus…      1 – no details focus…
____/4
Organization – order developed & sustained using introduction, conclusion & transitional devices                



( Do you have a title?


( Do you have a introduction &/or beginning sentence?



( Are your middle sentences in order?
( Do you have a concluding or ending sentence?

4 – clear order      3 – adequate order      2 – some order      1 – no order
____/4
Style – Is your story interesting? – choice, use & arrangement of words that create tone & voice



(Do you use a good variety of words?

( Could you use better words?



( Do you need and…, but…, then…?

4 – terrific word choices & sentences      3 – good word choices      2 – okay word choices        1 – poor word choices
____/4 
Conventions – the use of grammar, mechanics & spelling  (COPS: Capitals, Order, Punctuation, Spelling)             



( Check your grammar.




( Check your spelling.



( Check your sentences for complete sentence.

( Did you indent your paragraph?



( Did you write in paragraph style?

( Is your writing legible? (does not need to be typed)

4 – minimal mistakes      3 – few mistakes      2 – some mistakes      1 – many mistakes
