My Two Cents
Socratic Seminar is a brilliant strategy for engaging students in textual analysis, but one of the greatest challenges teachers face when teaching their students to participate in a seminars is dealing with varying degrees of participation. It is no surprise that some students, whether for timidity, laziness, or self-doubt, remain silent, while others think themselves the backboard off which all balls are bounced, responding frequently, first, and forever each time a question is asked. My Two Cents aims to balance these levels of participation by setting a small, tangible goal for the quiet student and placing a limit on the verbose.

Process:

1. Once students have arranged themselves in a circle, but before the seminar has begun, hand each student two pennies. 

2. Each time a student wishes to speak, he must toss a penny into a bucket or box in the middle of the circle. 

3. Students follow this process until all pennies in the room have been spent.
Rules:

· A student must spend a penny to speak.

· Each student must spend both pennies.

· Pennies need not land in the bucket to authorize speaking.

· If two or more people toss pennies simultaneously, students should quickly agree on speaking order. 

Guidelines:

· Once all pennies are spent, open the floor for penny-free discussion.

· Students who are inclined to contribute frequently should save their money for special occasions. Rather than spending money on the first, most obvious idea they think of, they should look for opportunities to show their brilliance.

· Students who are less inclined to speak should fight the urge to wait until the end of the seminar to speak. These students are frequently edged out of Socratic Seminars by more aggressive students, but in My Two Cents, a student must assert himself merely by tossing a penny.

· Move beyond My Two Cents as quickly as possible. It might work well for a first seminar, or it could be a useful strategy to correct imbalance in participation observed during an earlier seminar, but the tossing of pennies and the two-cent restriction are more temporary crutches than permanent wheelchairs. 
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