Seminar Plan for

Article IV of Dewey’s “My Pedagogic Creed”

Ideas, Values:  psychological and sociological, society, idea vs. action, pedagogical method, education, emotion

Pre-seminar


Content (Present relevant background information.  Prepare participants to discuss selected text.):

· Participants read text in advance and identify/ label the section topics. 

· Ask for participants’ background knowledge of John Dewey.

· Share that this article is taken from a larger work written in response to a colleague who asked prominent educators to write creeds outlining their beliefs about teaching and was published in 1897.


Process (Review seminar objectives and guidelines.  Prepare participants to participate in seminar discussion—self assess and set goal[s].):

· Define a seminar as a collaborative, intellectual dialogue facilitated with open-ended questions about a text.

· The goal of seminar is to increase understanding of ideas and values through dialogue; to increase understanding of the text, self, and others.

· Describe the role of the facilitator (ask open-ended questions, listen, map, and think).

· Describe the role of participants (think, speak, listen, refer to text, treat each other with respect).

· Ask participants to identify (and note in writing) an interpersonal goal for this seminar.

Opening  (Identify main ideas from the text.):

(Explain that the question is to be answered in round-robin fashion, followed by explanations after everyone has answered.)

What section/ topic in this text is most intriguing?  (Round robin responses.)  Why?  (Spontaneous responses.)

Core  (Focus/analyze textual details.):

· According to Dewey, what is the relationship between actions and thoughts?

· What are “arbitrary symbols” as mentioned in paragraph 4?

· Based on this text, what is an image?

· What do you think Dewey is suggesting 

· Look at paragraphs 13-15.  What is Dewey saying about the role of emotion in education?
Closing (Personalize and apply the textual ideas.):

· What do you think is the relationship between Dewey’s philosophy and the Paideia philosophy?

OR

· How might a teacher use “the image” (paragraph 5) in a way that Dewey is consistent with Dewey’s Creed?

Post-seminar


Process (Assess individual and group participation in seminar discussion.  Refer to recent past as well as future seminar discussions.):

· Discuss the seminar process by asking participants to reflect aloud on what happened during the seminar.

· Assess how well the social and intellectual goals of seminar were achieved?  


Content (Extend application of textual and discussion ideas; continuation of pre-seminar.):

