[image: image1.jpg]PAIDEIA

ACTIVE T©TEARNTING









































Ideas and Values: Learning, Thinking, Reading, Writing, Listening, Talking
Pre-seminar   

Content (Present relevant background information. Prepare participants to discuss selected text):

· Have all participants read the text silently and encourage note taking/writing on the text.

· Facilitate a background discussion by asking if anyone can share some information on Bacon, his time, his society.   Make sure the following points are made: Bacon was well educated, lived and wrote during Elizabethan times, and for most of his life held a privileged position. 

· Note for all that Bacon’s essays were not written in paragraphs. Have participants work in pairs to mark off possible paragraphs.  (Give ample time for this paired thinking and talking.) Ask a few pairs to share how they divided up the essay.  Also coach those who share to state what each paragraph was about, to label or name each section.

Process (Review seminar objectives and guidelines, Prepare participants to participate in seminar discussion—self assess, and set goal(s) : 

· Define a Paideia Seminar (an intellectual, collaborative dialogue facilitated by open-ended questions about a text).  

· Identify the basic goals of seminar (to increase understanding of text, others, and self; to improve intellectual and social skills).  

· Describe the role of the facilitator (ask open-ended questions, listen, map, and think).

· Describe the role of participants (think, speak, listen, refer to text, treat each other with respect).

· Ask participants to set a personal goal and write it down. 

Seminar 

Opening (identify main ideas from the text):
Based on your reading of this essay, which phrase or sentence do you think is the most important?  (Have participants answer in Round robin—just stating the phrase or sentence and line number.)  

(Then, open for spontaneous discussion with) Why? –why do you consider the phrase or sentence that you identified as most important?

Cores (focus/ analyze textual details):

What do you think is meant by the sentence beginning in line 7: “They perfect nature and are perfected by experience . . .?” 

According to this text, what are studies?

Who are the “Schoolmen” referred to in line 30? (be sure they look at sentence context) 

. . . in today’s society?  

Starting with line 19 through the end of the essay, what is Bacon saying? 

Do you agree or disagree with Bacon’s perspective about special “receipts”?  Why or why not?

Closings (personalize and apply the textual ideas):
How do Bacon’s observations apply today?

Post-seminar  

Process (Assess individual and group participation in seminar discussion; refer to recent past as well as future seminar discussion):

· Ask participants to self-assess their participation by going back to their personal goal and writing a few notes about how they did.  Ask them also to write what they may want to remember to help their participation in next seminar. 

· Ask for volunteers to share their self-assessment. (Keep this to a minimum; you will do more reflection about the process just a bit later.)

Content (Extend application of textual and discussion ideas; continuation of pre-seminar):
· Ask participants to write a brief explanation of how the sections of the essay are related to their professional responsibilities.
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