Seminar Plan

Text:  Pledge of Allegiance
Ideas, Values:  allegiance, symbol, republic, “under God,” liberty, justice

Pre-seminar


Content (Present relevant background information.  Prepare participants to discuss selected text.):  Have all students write out the pledge.  Discuss definitions of the following vocabulary words:  pledge, allegiance, republic, nation, indivisible, liberty, justice.  Share background information of the Pledge.  (See as a source:    www.tooter4kids.com/OurFlag/pledge.htm.)


Process (Review seminar objectives and guidelines.  Prepare participants to participate in seminar discussion—self assess and set goal[s].):  Review seminar participation rules and procedures.  Have participants set personal and group goals

Opening  (Identify main ideas from the text.):

· Name one thing you are promising in/with The Pledge. (round-robin response)  Why did you choose that element?  (spontaneous response)

Core  (Focus/analyze textual details.):

· To whom are you promising?

· To what does “It” in the 3rd line refer?

· What does “one nation under God” mean in this context?

Closing (Personalize and apply the textual ideas.):

· What in this country is worth pledging to?  Why?

Post-seminar


Process (Assess individual and group participation in seminar discussion.  Refer to recent past as well as future seminar discussions.):  Review participation for this seminar.  Assess group and individual goals.


Content (Extend application of textual and discussion ideas; continuation of pre-seminar.):  Write your own version of a classroom, team, or family pledge.  Write about three things you can do for your country.
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