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Ideas and Values: citizenship, democracy, free speech, free thought, social contract.
Pre-Seminar Content Steps: 
· Introduce this seminar by stating directly that our purpose in participating in this dialogue is to gain understanding of: citizenship, democracy, free speech, free thought, social contract.
· Invite  participants to take part in the following “Opinion Corners” activity:
1. Post signs in the four corners of the classroom: Strongly Agree, Agree, Disagree, Strongly Disagree.

2. Write on the board the following quote from the text: “Ability level grouping is better for learning than mixed level grouping”  or “ There is no necessity for mankind to know and understand all that can be said against or for their opinions”  
3. Have participants move to the corner that reflects their response to this statement.

4. Give participants three to five minutes to discuss in their corners why they chose that response.  Have each group select a spokesperson to share their ideas.

5. Each spokesperson in turn summarizes that group’s thinking.

6. (optional depending on time) Have participants spend about 5 minutes expressing the counter argument in writing. 

Share appropriate points from the following background information: 

· John Stewart Mill was a social philosopher.

· He married his long-time friend, Mrs. Harriet Taylor and with her was an advocate of women’s rights.

· He wrote on politics and philosophy, including the very influential On Liberty (1859), —addressing the nature and limits of power that can be legitimately exercised by society over the individual. 

Have participants Label the paragraphs and number the sentences of the text.

Ask all to Read the excerpt from On Liberty at least once. 
Pre-Seminar Process Steps: 

· Define a Paideia Seminar (an intellectual, collaborative dialogue facilitated by open-ended questions about a text).  

· Identify the basic goals of seminar (to increase understanding of text, others, and self; to improve intellectual and social skills).  

· Describe the role of the facilitator (ask open-ended questions, listen, map, and think).

· Describe the role of participants (think, speak, listen, refer to text, treat each other with respect).

· Ask participants to briefly self assess their group discussion habits, then ask each set a personal participation goal (refer to list posted/included) and write it down. 

Seminar 
Opening Questions:
With participants new to seminar: What phrase or line is most important? (round robin, give paragraph and sentence number)

With participants experienced with seminar: What phrase or line do you find most challenging? (hopping robin, give paragraph and sentence number)  

Why is the phrase or line you chose challenging? (spontaneous discussion)

Core Questions:
Why does Mill argue that if a man or woman “does not so much as know what [the reasons on the opposite side] are, he has no ground for preferring either opinion”? 

Core Questions:

What is the relationship between the ideas in paragraph A, sentence 6 

“But if he is equally unable to refute the reasons on the opposite side; if he does not so much as know what they are, he has no group for preferring either opinion.”

and paragraph B, sentence 7 

“That it is not needful for common men to be able to expose all the misstatements or fallacies of an ingenious opponent”?   

Mill says (in sentence 3 of the first paragraph) that ‘What Cicero practiced as the means of forensic success, requires to be imitated by all who study any subject in order to arrive at the truth.”  What does he mean by “the truth?”

In the first sentence of the text, Mill states that when we turn to subjects including… “morals, religion, politics, social relations, and the business of life…”  Which of these subjects are his points most relevant to? 

In the last sentence of the first paragraph, Mill uses the statement “portion of the truth.”  What do you think he means by the portion of the truth?

In sentence 7 of the first paragraph the term “suspension of judgment” is used.  Why do you think that it is so difficult to suspend judgment?

Closing Questions:
What do Mill’s arguments for “the liberty of thought and discussion” have to do with teaching and learning?

Post-Seminar Process Steps: 
· Ask participants to silently self-assess their participation by going back to their personal goal and writing a few notes about how they did.  Ask them also to write what they may want to remember to help their participation in next seminar. 

· Explain that you’d like everyone to rate this seminar by using a scale of 0-5—5 meaning the seminar was perfectly flawless, 3 meaning the seminar was satisfactorily successful, 0-1 meaning the seminar really didn’t accomplish the objectives.  Ask everyone to rate the seminar with a show of fingers based on the rating scale described.

· Ask for someone to share why they rated the seminar as they did… extend to include 4-5 reflections about the group process.

· Then move to personal participation by asking for a volunteer to share their self-assessment. (Keep this to 3-4 individuals; you will do more reflection about the process just a bit later.)
· Thank everyone for their participation… and state that we’ll now take our final step in this seminar… 

Post-Seminar Content Step: 
Ask participants to write for 4-5 minutes about a social issue.  Include a statement that clearly states a core belief that is important to them personally.  

Then, describe as many counter arguments, or different perspectives on the issue, as you can think of.  
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