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BIRD BRAINS

Elements of Nonfiction

MAIN IDEAS AND DETAILS

The main idea of a work of nonfiction is the most important idea that the work
communicates about a topic. Main ideas can be stated directly or simply implied or
suggested. Supporting details give more information about the main idea. They

include reasons, facts, expert opinions, examples, and anecdotes.

Directions: Write the main idea of this article in the center box. Write supporting
details in the surrounding boxes.
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