Name: ____________________________  Date: ___________ Class: __________

Nature of Science—“Protecting Desert Wildlife”

1. What is a wildlife biologist?

2. What is a habitat?  What is the bighorn sheep’s habitat?

3. What is a population?

4. Imagine you’re conducting a survey to find out how many desert tortoises live in

    one particular habitat, but you don’t see any tortoises above ground.  What could 

    you do to estimate the size of the tortoise population?

5. What common problem threatens the survival of willow flycatchers, riverbank plants,

    and leaf-nosed bats in Elroy’s area?

6. How do you think Elroy and his co-workers feel when their work is successful?

    Why do they feel that way? 

