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Alliteration:

The repetition of initial consonant sounds in neighboring words.

Connotative 
Meaning:

The ideas or emotions associated with a word or phrase.

Figurative 

Language:
Language that cannot be taken literally since it was written to create a special effect or feeling.

Hyperbole:
An exaggeration or overstatement (e.g., I was so embarrassed I could have died.).

Idiomatic 

Language:
An expression peculiar to itself grammatically or that cannot be understood if taken literally (e.g., Let’s get on the ball.).

Imagery:
A word or group of words in a literary work which appeal to one or more of the senses: sight, taste, touch, hearing and smell; figurative language. The use of images serves to intensify the impact of the work.

Literary Devices:
Tools used by the author to enliven and provide voice to the writing (e.g., dialogue, alliteration).

Metaphor:
A figure of speech that expresses an idea through the image of another object. Metaphors suggest the essence of the first object by identifying it with certain qualities of the second object. An example is “But soft, what light through yonder window breaks? It is the east, and Juliet is the sun” in William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. Here, Juliet, the first object, is identified with qualities of the second object, the sun.

Mood:

The prevailing emotions of a work or of the author in his or her creation of the work. The mood of a work is not always what might be expected based on its subject matter.

Personification:
An object or abstract idea given human qualities or human form (e.g., Flowers danced about the lawn.).


Simile:
A comparison of two unlike things in which a word of comparison (like or as) is used (e.g., She eats like a bird.).

Symbolism: 
A device in literature in which an object represents an idea.

