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	Topic:  Characteristics of Living Things



	Background Knowledge
	Essential Questions
	Answers

	The human body is made up of many parts with many functions.
	What do all living things have in common?
	All living things:

1. are made of cells

2. sense and respond to change 

3. reproduce

4. have DNA

5. use energy

6. grow and develop



	All living things have certain things in common with one another.
	What do all living things need in order to stay alive?
	All living things need:

1. food

2. air

3. water

4. shelter (a place to live)



	Living things need to perform specific tasks in order to stay alive.
	What is a cell?
	The basic unit of living things;  a membrane-covered structure that contains all the materials necessary for life

	Living things need certain things in order to stay alive.
	
	


