S-7-3-1_Fig Tree Reproduction and Life Stages-Teacher Version

Fig Tree Reproduction and Life Stages Worksheet–Teacher Version
Directions: Label the parts of the fig syconium shown below: ostiole, branch, male flowers, and female flowers. 
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Directions: Place the stages of the fig tree life cycle in the correct order by writing a number, 1–5, next to each stage. The first one has been done for you. 

Stages of the Fig Tree Life Cycle:

2
Fig tree wasps pollinate flowers inside syconium.

4
Birds and mammals eat figs and spread their seeds.

3
 Seeds grow inside fig syconium.

1
Fig tree wasps enter syconium.

5
 Fig tree produces more figs. 

Answer the questions below.

1. Why could the stages of the fig tree life cycle begin with any one of the stages?

The life cycle repeats itself, so there really is no first or last stage.

2. What is the difference between sexual reproduction and asexual reproduction of fig trees?

In sexual reproduction, one cell from the male flower and one from the female flower join together to create a seed that could become a new tree. In asexual reproduction, there is only one parent. A human takes a cutting from a tree and plants it to make a new tree.

3. What other organism is needed for pollination of fig trees? Only fig tree wasps pollinate fig trees.

4. How does pollination take place? Fig tree wasps carry pollen from male flowers to the ovary of female flowers, where pollination takes place.

5. What is the function of the syconium? The syconium holds the fig’s flowers. It is where pollination takes place and seeds develop.
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