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Predator–Prey Lab Activity–Teacher Version
Note: The sample graph shown below does not incorporate different colors for each population.
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                        Source of graph: http://pals.sri.com/tasks/5-8/ME406/rubric.html
Analysis Questions

1. Using complete sentences, describe the relationship between the population of snowshoe hares and the population of lynx.

Sample answer: An increase in the snowshoe hare population leads to an increase in the lynx population. As the lynx population increases, the hare population begins to decrease as more hares are captured as prey. As the hare population decreases, so does the lynx population.

2. What do you think would happen to the lynx population if all of the snowshoe hares died of a disease?

Sample answer: I think the lynx population would probably get smaller. The lynx would either have to catch a different prey or else move to a different area with snowshoe hares.

3. How do predator-prey relationships help to maintain a balanced ecosystem?

Sample answer: Predator and prey populations balance each other out, so that there are not too many of either species in an area. This helps keep a balance with all the other organisms that are in the same food web as the predator and the prey species.

