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Note to teacher: Make a copy of this page and cut between each type of species interaction. Distribute one type of interaction to each Station group.
1. Predation

Definition: An interaction in which one organism kills and feeds on another organism. This interaction directly helps the predator and harms (kills) the prey.

Example: A black widow spider captures a fly in its web, kills it, and then feeds on its blood.
2. Mutualism

Definition: A symbiotic relationship in which both species benefit from the relationship.

Example: Clownfish and sea anemone. The tentacles around the mouth of the sea anemone are used to eat many fish, but not the clownfish. The clownfish swims away from the anemone and captures food, then returns to the tentacles, which protects it from predators. The sea anemone eats food scraps that fall from the mouth of the clownfish.

3. Parasitism

Definition: A symbiotic relationship in which one organism lives in or on another organism (the host) and harms the host. Parasites act more slowly than predators, and often do not kill their host.

Examples: A tick lives on the skin of a deer, and sucks its blood as a food source. The tick benefits while the deer is harmed, but not killed.

A tapeworm lives in the large intestine of a dog. The tapeworm feeds on nutrients in the dog’s digestive system; the dog is unable to absorb nutrients from the food it eats.
4. Commensalism

Definition: A symbiotic relationship in which one organism benefits and the other is not helped or harmed.

Example: Birds use tree branches for roosting (sleeping) sites. The trees get nothing but are not harmed.

5. Amensalism

Definition: A symbiotic relationship in which one organism harms the growth of another organism, while the organism itself is not affected.

Example: The black walnut tree releases a chemical that can harm some types of nearby plants. The chemical has no effect on the black walnut tree itself.
