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Editorial Cartoon Devices

Directions: Read the definitions for the devices listed below. Then answer the questions based on the Dr. Seuss cartoon (http://orpheus.ucsd.edu/speccoll/dspolitic/pm/10522cs.jpg) from the World War II era.


analogy:
a comparison between two unlike things that share some characteristics.

caricature:
exaggerating a physical feature or habit ex. big nose, bushy eyebrows, baldness.

exaggeration:
to make an overstatement or to stretch the truth.
irony:
the use of a word or phrase to mean the exact opposite of its literal or usual meaning; incongruity between the actual result of a sequence of events and the expected result.
juxtaposition:
positioning people or objects near each other, side-by-side.

propaganda:
persuasive tactics are used to influence people to believe, buy, or do something.
satire:
tone used to ridicule or make fun of human vice or weakness.

symbols:
contextual or universal icons that represent a concept or identity.
red herring:
an attempt to distract the reader with details not relevant to the argument.

Application: Analyze the Dr. Seuss political cartoon by answering the questions below.
1. Why is Hitler depicted as a woodpecker?

2. What does the swastika symbolize?

3. Who does the hat at the top center symbolize?

4. What does the nest symbolize?

5. Which tree is ironically “the last tree” in the picture?

6. What is the artist’s position about how the United States reacted to Hitler’s invasion of Europe?

Editorial Cartoon Devices KEY
1. Why is Hitler depicted as a woodpecker?

Acted decisively, cut into, punched holes in, ruined trees, a noisy small bird
2. What does the swastika symbolize?

Nazi philosophy

3. Who does the hat at the top center symbolize?

The United States of America
4. What does the nest symbolize?

America—home—North American continent
5. Which tree is ironically “the last tree” in the picture?  

The tree the U.S. bird is sitting in.

6. What is the artist’s position about how the United States reacted to Hitler’s invasion of Europe?

The United States is uninvolved while world destruction is going on. The bird sits naïvely believing the danger won’t come to his own nest.









