Interpretation of Pennsylvania SAS Content Standards 

For Students with the Significant Cognitive Disabilities

Content Area: Reading                         
 
Grade Level: 6
Content Standard: 1.3.3.C Identify literary devices in stories (e.g., rhyme, rhythm, personification).
PASA Anchor:  
PASA linked to PSSA Anchor(s): R6.B.2 Understand literary devices in fictional and nonfictional text.
Grade Level PSSA Anchor/Eligible Content:  R6.B.2 Understand literary devices in fictional and nonfictional text.







R6.B.2.1.1 Identify, explain, interpret, and/or describe examples of personification in








text.
	Webb’s Depth of Knowledge (Cognitive Demand)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1 – Recall


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 2 – Application of Skill/Concept
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3 – Strategic Thinking
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 4 – Extended Thinking


Big Idea:  Comprehension requires and enhances critical thinking and is constructed through the intentional interaction between reader and text.
Essential Questions:  How does interaction with text provoke thinking and response?   
	Prioritization 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Skill is assessed in the general assessment 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Skill is assessed in the alternate assessment
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Skill is required for future learning in the content area


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Needed in next age/appropriate environment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Required for instructional activities in a variety of practice communities
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Lesson plan available in SAS Voluntary Model Curriculum



Example of General Education Instructional Activity: Focus question: How do authors use literary devices to make reading more interesting and enjoyable?
1) Show students two different classroom objects (eraser and pencil). Then say, “This morning I had a weird conversation with an eraser and a pencil. During this discussion they shared some unpleasant information about themselves. They explained to me that they were tired of constantly being used over and over again. They felt that they were beginning to look worn down and old. They wanted me to remind you to be more careful and thoughtful when using them.” Teacher will hold up a pencils and an eraser and pretend to have then talk to each other to demonstrate personification. 

2) Allow students to discuss with another person why they think you shared this scenario with them. Tell students, “Use your background knowledge of literary devices and try to infer which literary device I was demonstrating.” (Allow students approximately two minutes to discuss their thoughts.)

3) Have students share their ideas on which literary device they think was being depicted. Record their responses on a piece of chart paper.

4) Guide students to understand that the literary device being used was personification. Say, “Personification is the giving of human qualities to animals or objects. For example, I told you that the eraser and pencil were expressing their emotions/feelings, which we know cannot really happen. Therefore, they were being personified.”

5) Tell students, “We are going to read the book Dear Mrs. LaRue: Letters from Obedience School by Mark Teague, which focuses on the literary device of personification.” Begin reading the book.

6) Hand out the Personification in Fiction worksheet (see 6-1-1 Personification in Fiction in the Resources folder) to every student. Say, “In small groups you are going to revisit the book Dear Mrs. LaRue: Letters from Obedience School and record evidence of personification.” (You will need at least four copies of the text – one per group). While students identify examples of personification, place a transparency of the worksheet on the overhead.

7) Invite students to share their answers while you record a variety of the students’ answers. If needed, allow students to make any necessary changes or add additional information on their own worksheets.

Possible text evidence:

· writing letters to owner 

· talking and thinking like a human

· having a conscience

· lying

· receiving an award/being known as a hero

8) Have students think about and discuss why authors might use personification in their writing. Say, “Why do you think authors use the literary device of personification in fictional text?” Guide students to understand that personification makes the text more interesting while making the details “come to life.”

	General Instructional Format
	Formative Assessment Options 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cooperative learning
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Project based

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Performance event/task

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Note-taking
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Presentation
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct Instruction (I do, We do, You do)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Indirect Instruction
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other: Group work 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Observation with Data Collection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Random Reporter


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ticket out the door


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Think Pair Share

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Student work sample


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video tape

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multiple choice Item


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Open response Item


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Item Other:      


Access to the Instructional Activity for Students at Different Communication Levels

Symbolic:  Students will identify the literary device of personification.
Instruction: Focus question: How do authors use literary devices to make reading more interesting and enjoyable?
1) Show students two different classroom objects (eraser and pencil). Then say, “This morning I had a weird conversation with an eraser and a pencil. During this discussion they shared some unpleasant information about themselves. They explained to me that they were tired of constantly being used over and over again. They felt that they were beginning to look worn down and old. They wanted me to remind you to be more careful and thoughtful when using them.” Teacher will hold up a pencil and an eraser and pretend to have then talk to each other to demonstrate personification. (Teacher will use word/picture/symbols on all instructional materials.   Student will be given a pencil and eraser to hold during demonstration).
2) Allow students to discuss with another person why they think you shared this scenario with them. Tell students, “Use your background knowledge of literary devices and try to infer which literary device I was demonstrating.” Provide all students with a visual displaying various literary devices and definitions (e.g., alliteration, personification, simile, metaphors, etc)  (Allow students approximately two minutes to discuss their thoughts.)  Have students share their ideas on which literary device they think was being depicted.  (Student will be provided with word/picture/symbol to represent literary devices.  Select the appropriate literary device and share with partner). 
3) Record their responses on a piece of chart paper. (Student will hold up their word/picture/symbol to share response).

4) Guide students to understand that the literary device being used was personification. Say, “Personification is the giving of human qualities to animals or objects. For example, I told you that the eraser and pencil were expressing their emotions/feelings, which we know cannot really happen. Therefore, they were being personified.” Teacher will hold up word/picture/symbol paired with description of personification. 

5) Tell students, “We are going to read the book Dear Mrs. LaRue: Letters from Obedience School by Mark Teague, which focuses on the literary device of personification.” Begin reading the book. Students will raise their hands and/or hold up a word/picture/symbol when they hear evidence of personification

6) Hand out the Personification in Fiction worksheet (see 6-1-1 Personification in Fiction in the Resources folder) to every student. Say, “In small groups you are going to revisit the book Dear Mrs. LaRue: Letters from Obedience School and record evidence of personification.” (You will need at least four copies of the text – one per group). While students identify examples of personification, place a transparency of the worksheet on the overhead and have students complete the Personification in Fiction worksheet in small groups while taking turns.  (Student will be given sentence strips with word/picture/symbols representing examples and non examples of personification.)

7) Invite students to share their answers while you record a variety of the students’ answers. (Student will display sentence strip with word/picture/symbols representing examples of personification.)

8)  If needed, allow students to make any necessary changes or add additional information on their own worksheets. 
Possible text evidence:

· writing letters to owner 

· talking and thinking like a human

· having a conscience

· lying

· receiving an award/being known as a hero

9) Have students think about, discuss, and write in their reader’s notebook why authors might use personification in their writing. Say, “In Mrs. LaRue how does the use of personification make it a more interesting story?” Guide students to understand that personification makes the text more interesting while making the details “come to life.”  (Student will be provided with a word/picture/symbol sentence stem , “I  think my favorite example of personification is …”  in his reader’s notebook along with three possible word/picture/symbol responses including two viable distractors.)  
Student Performance:       

* (Instructional Format):       

* (Instructional Format):       
Formative Assessment:  Each small group will identify 5 examples of personification from the story Dear Mrs. LaRue.   Each student will respond in their reader’s notebook why author’s might use personification in their writing.
Notes:       
Emerging Symbolic :  Students will identify the literary device of personification.
Student Performance:  Focus question: How do authors use literary devices to make reading more interesting and enjoyable?
1 )Show students two different classroom objects (eraser and pencil). Then say, “This morning I had a weird conversation with an eraser and a pencil. During this discussion they shared some unpleasant information about themselves. They explained to me that they were tired of constantly being used over and over again. They felt that they were beginning to look worn down and old. They wanted me to remind you to be more careful and thoughtful when using them.” Teacher will hold up a pencil and an eraser and pretend to have then talk to each other to demonstrate personification. (Teacher will use picture/symbol/objects on all instructional materials.   Student will be given a pencil and eraser to hold during demonstration).
2) Allow students to discuss with another person why they think you shared this scenario with them. Tell students, “Use your background knowledge of literary devices and try to infer which literary device I was demonstrating.” Provide all students with a visual displaying various literary devices and definitions (e.g., alliteration, personification, simile, metaphors, etc)  (Allow students approximately two minutes to discuss their thoughts.)  Have students share their ideas on which literary device they think was being depicted.  (Student will be provided with picture/symbol/objects  to represent literary devices.  Select the appropriate literary device and share with partner). 
3) Record their responses on a piece of chart paper. (Student will hold up their picture/symbol/object to share response).

4) Guide students to understand that the literary device being used was personification. Say, “Personification is the giving of human qualities to animals or objects. For example, I told you that the eraser and pencil were expressing their emotions/feelings, which we know cannot really happen. Therefore, they were being personified.” Teacher will hold up picture/symbol/objects paired with description of personification. 

5) Tell students, “We are going to read the book Dear Mrs. LaRue: Letters from Obedience School by Mark Teague, which focuses on the literary device of personification.” Begin reading the book. Students will raise their hands and/or hold up a picture/symbol/object when they hear evidence of personification.
6) Hand out the Personification in Fiction worksheet (see 6-1-1 Personification in Fiction in the Resources folder) to every student. Say, “In small groups you are going to revisit the book Dear Mrs. LaRue: Letters from Obedience School and record evidence of personification.” (You will need at least four copies of the text – one per group). While students identify examples of personification, place a transparency of the worksheet on the overhead and have students complete the Personification in Fiction worksheet in small groups while taking turns.  (Student will be given pictures from the text representing examples and non examples of personification.)

7) Invite students to share their answers while you record a variety of the students’ answers. (Student will display pictures they selected representing examples of personification.)

8) If needed, allow students to make any necessary changes or add additional information on their own worksheets. 
Possible text evidence:

· writing letters to owner 

· talking and thinking like a human

· having a conscience

· lying

· receiving an award/being known as a hero

9) Have students think about, discuss, and write in their reader’s notebook why authors might use personification in their writing. Say, “In Mrs. LaRue how does the use of personification make it a more interesting story?” Guide students to understand that personification makes the text more interesting while making the details “come to life.”  (Student will be provided pictures from the text and will select his/her favorite example of personification).  


* (Instructional Format):       

* (Instructional Format):       
Formative Assessment:  Each small group will identify 5 examples of personification from the story Dear Mrs. LaRue.   Each student will respond in their reader’s notebook why author’s might use personification in their writing.
Notes:       
Pre-Symbolic:  Students will identify the literary device of personification.

Student Performance:  Focus question: How do authors use literary devices to make reading more interesting and enjoyable?
      1 ) 
Show students two different classroom objects (eraser and pencil). Then say, “This morning I had a weird conversation with an eraser and a pencil. During this discussion they shared some unpleasant information about themselves. They explained to me that they were tired of constantly being used over and over again. They felt that they were beginning to look worn down and old. They wanted me to remind you to be more careful and thoughtful when using them.” Teacher will hold up a pencil and an eraser and pretend to have then talk to each other to demonstrate personification. (Teacher will use object/tactile cues on all instructional materials.   Student will be given an unsharpened pencil and eraser to hold during demonstration).
2) Allow students to discuss with another person why they think you shared this scenario with them. Tell students, “Use your background knowledge of literary devices and try to infer which literary device I was demonstrating.” Provide all students with a visual displaying various literary devices and definitions (e.g., alliteration, personification, simile, metaphors, etc)  (Allow students approximately two minutes to discuss their thoughts.)  Have students share their ideas on which literary device they think was being depicted.  (Student will be provided with photo of teacher demonstrating personification while holding on to unsharpened pencil and eraser to represent literary devices.  Show and share with partner). 
3) Record their responses on a piece of chart paper. (Student will hold up their picture and object to share response).

4) Guide students to understand that the literary device being used was personification. Say, “Personification is the giving of human qualities to animals or objects. For example, I told you that the eraser and pencil were expressing their emotions/feelings, which we know cannot really happen. Therefore, they were being personified.” Teacher will hold up picture/symbol/objects paired with description of personification. 

5) Tell students, “We are going to read the book Dear Mrs. LaRue: Letters from Obedience School by Mark Teague, which focuses on the literary device of personification.” Begin reading the book. Students will raise their hands and/or hold up a picture/symbol/object when they hear evidence of personification.
6) Hand out the Personification in Fiction worksheet (see 6-1-1 Personification in Fiction in the Resources folder) to every student. Say, “In small groups you are going to revisit the book Dear Mrs. LaRue: Letters from Obedience School and record evidence of personification.” (You will need at least four copies of the text – one per group). While students identify examples of personification, place a transparency of the worksheet on the overhead and have students complete the Personification in Fiction worksheet in small groups while taking turns.  (Student will be given two bins labeled with pictures of dogs.  One bin with a picture of the dog from the book depicting personification and the other with the same dog doing typical dog behavior. Student will be given color pictures of the dog from the book* and will be guided to place it in the correct bin. Student will share with their group). 

7) Invite students to share their answers while you record a variety of the students’ answers. (Student will share their picture of personification paired with object of dog.)

8)  If needed, allow students to make any necessary changes or add additional information on their own worksheets. 
*Possible text evidence: (These are the pictures to use above for Ike to depict personification)

· writing letters to owner 

· talking and thinking like a human

· having a conscience

· lying

· receiving an award/being known as a hero
9) Have students think about, discuss, and write in their reader’s notebook why authors might use personification in their writing. Say, “In Mrs. LaRue how does the use of personification make it a more interesting story?” Guide students to understand that personification makes the text more interesting while making the details “come to life.”  (Student will be given color pictures of the dog from the book* and guided to select their favorite use of personification and share the picture). 

* (Instructional Format):       

* (Instructional Format):       
Formative Assessment:  Each small group will identify 5 examples of personification from the story Dear Mrs. LaRue.   Each student will respond to the question by showing a picture from the story.
Notes:       
Universal Design for Learning (UDL) Questions 
– considerations for symbolic, emerging symbolic and pre-symbolic learners
How is the student actively participating in each part of the instructional activities?   
How are the activities moving the student toward outcomes linked to the grade level content standard?   
Can the student access instruction?   
Is targeted information provided in student’s mode of communication?   
Can the student interact with instruction and materials?   
Does the student have the means to demonstrate knowledge, skills, and concepts acquired?   
What will engage the student in the activity?   
How will the student remain motivated long enough to learn?   
	Webb’s Depth of Knowledge (Cognitive Demand)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1 – Recall


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 2 – Application of Skill/Concept
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3 – Strategic Thinking
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 4 – Extended Thinking


