Interpretation of Pennsylvania SAS Content Standards 

For Students with the Significant Cognitive Disabilities

Content Area: Reading                         
 
Grade Level: 8
Content Standard:  R.1.2.8.D:  Draw inferences and conclusions based on a variety of information sources, citing evidence from 




     multiple texts to support answers.  
PASA Anchor:  R7&8.AA.1&2.3 Make inferences and draws conclusions.
PASA linked to PSSA Anchor(s): R8.B.1.1.1 Explain, interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate the relationships within 





fiction and literary nonfiction.
Grade Level PSSA Anchor/Eligible Content:  R8.B.1 Understand components within and between texts.  






      R8.B.1.1  Interpret, compare, describe, analyze and evaluate components of fiction and 






literary nonfiction.
	Webb’s Depth of Knowledge (Cognitive Demand)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1 – Recall


X  2 – Application of Skill/Concept
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3 – Strategic Thinking
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 4 – Extended Thinking


Big Idea: Comprehension requires and enhances critical thinking and is constructed through the intentional interaction between reader 

and text
Essential Questions: How does interaction with text provoke thinking and response?    
	Prioritization 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Skill is assessed in the general assessment 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Skill is assessed in the alternate assessment
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Skill is required for future learning in the content area


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Needed in next age/appropriate environment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Required for instructional activities in a variety of practice communities
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Lesson plan available in SAS Voluntary Model Curriculum



Example of General Education Instructional Activity: STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will:

· Compare and evaluate characteristics that distinguish fiction from literary non-fiction

· Make inferences and draw conclusions based on information from the text

· Cite evidence from the text to support generalizations

INSTRUCTION AND ACTIVITIES
 

1. Have students respond to the following posted pre-reading questions as homework, as an in-class freewrite before the reading, or in oral class discussion.

i. What is the difference between fiction and non-fiction?  How can you tell when a story is true? What would indicate a story wasn't true? 

ii. How does who tells the story affect the events of the story?

iii. What do you know about slavery in the United States?

2. Instruct students to spend ten to fifteen minutes discussing their responses to the pre-reading questions and write their answers on chart paper. Ask students to post their responses in the classroom. 

3. Direct each group to review the closest chart and provide feedback on content and clarity.

4. Using the posted responses as a reference, lead a discussion related to the pre-reading questions.  Be sure to highlight that the story Frederick Douglass tells us is a true story, i.e., non-fiction.

5. Have students read Chapter 1 from The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass a literary nonfiction text.  ftp://sailor.gutenberg.lib.md.us/gutenberg/2/23/23-h/23-h.htm#2HCH0001 

6. Lead a brief review/discussion on the meaning of inference.  Remind students that one strategy good readers use is to question the text and make inferences.

7. After reading Chapter 1, ask students to write one question of their own for the class to consider that is answered in the text and another "I wonder why" statement. Use a writer's notebook or response journal for this writing. 

a. Example:  What did we learn about Frederick Douglass’ mother?

b. Example:   I wonder why Douglass was not allowed to be with his mother while she was dying.

8. In small groups, have students pose their questions and share their statements; instruct students to respond to both the questions and the statements.  Monitor student discussion by circulating among the groups. 

9. Closure:  Use the following graphic organizer as a ticket out the door.
	3  Characteristics of non-fiction

	2  Ways that fiction differs from non-fiction

	1  Predict what will happen in Chapter 2


FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
· Peer review of charts

· Ticket out the door
	General Instructional Format
	Formative Assessment Options 

	X  Cooperative learning
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Project based

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Performance event/task

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Note-taking
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Presentation
X Direct Instruction (I do, We do, You do)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Indirect Instruction
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:       
	X Observation with Data Collection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Random Reporter


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ticket out the door


X Think Pair Share

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Student work sample


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video tape

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multiple choice Item


 X Open response Item


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Item Other:      


Access to the Instructional Activity for Students at Different Communication Levels

Symbolic 
Instruction: STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will:

· Compare and evaluate characteristics that distinguish fiction from literary non-fiction

· Make inferences and draw conclusions based on information from the text
INSTRUCTION AND ACTIVITIES
 

1. Have students respond to the following posted pre-reading questions as homework, as an in-class freewrite before the reading, or in oral class discussion.  Provide questions in text/picture format either electronically or on paper.  Ensure that students can respond in text/picture format or electronically utilizing their PDA, word predictor, or augmentative communication device, if necessary. 
i. What is the difference between fiction and non-fiction?  How can you tell when a story is true? What would indicate a story wasn't true? 

ii. How does who tells the story affect the events of the story?

iii. What do you know about slavery in the United States?

2. Instruct students to spend ten to fifteen minutes discussing their responses to the pre-reading questions and write their answers on chart paper. Ask students to post their responses in the classroom.  Use post-it sentence strips or a scribe, if necessary to incorporate the students input. 
3. Direct each group to review the closest chart and provide feedback on content and clarity.  In order for students to participate, allow them to use sign language, augmentative devices, or picture cards.
4. Using the posted responses as a reference, lead a discussion related to the pre-reading questions.  Be sure to highlight that the story Frederick Douglass tells us is a true story, i.e., non-fiction.  In order for students to participate, allow them to use sign language, augmentative devices, or picture cards, if necessary.
5. Have students read Chapter 1 from The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass a literary nonfiction text.  Pre-record the text, or provide the text electronically using a text reader. ftp://sailor.gutenberg.lib.md.us/gutenberg/2/23/23-h/23-h.htm#2HCH0001 

6. Lead a brief review/discussion on the meaning of inference.  Remind students that one strategy good readers use is to question the text and make inferences. In order for students to participate, allow them to use sign language, augmentative devices, or picture cards, if necessary.
7. After reading Chapter 1, ask students to write one question of their own for the class to consider that is answered in the text and another "I wonder why" statement. Use a writer's notebook or response journal for this writing.  Ensure that students can respond in text/picture format or electronically utilizing their PDA, word predictor, or augmentative communication device, if necessary.  

a. Example:  What did we learn about Frederick Douglass’ mother?

b. Example:   I wonder why Douglass was not allowed to be with his mother while she was dying.

8. In small groups, have students pose their questions and share their statements; instruct students to respond to both the questions and the statements.  Monitor student discussion by circulating among the groups. In order for students to participate, allow them to use sign language, augmentative devices, or picture cards, if necessary.
9. Closure:  Use the following graphic organizer as a ticket out the door. In order for students to participate in a ticket out the door formative assessment, allow them to use sign language, augmentative devices, or picture cards to respond, if necessary. 
	3 Characteristics of non-fiction

	2  Ways that fiction differs from non-fiction

	1  Predict what will happen in Chapter 2


FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
· Peer review of charts with the use of sign language, augmentative devices, or picture cards, if necessary.
    -   Ticket out the door with modified response, if necessary.
Emerging Symbolic 

Instruction: STUDENT OBJECTIVES
Students will:

· Compare and evaluate characteristics that distinguish fiction from literary non-fiction

· Make inferences and draw conclusions based on information from the text

· Cite evidence from the text to support generalizations
INSTRUCTION AND ACTIVITIES
 

1. Have students respond to the following posted pre-reading questions as homework, as an in-class freewrite before the reading, or in oral class discussion.  Simplify questions in picture/symbol/object format either electronically or on paper, that require a yes-no or true-false response.  Ensure that students can respond in picture/symbol/object format or electronically utilizing their PDA, word predictor, or augmentative communication device, if necessary. 

i. What is the difference between fiction and non-fiction?  How can you tell when a story is true? What would indicate a story wasn't true? 

ii. How does who tells the story affect the events of the story?

iii. What do you know about slavery in the United States?

2. Instruct students to spend ten to fifteen minutes discussing their responses to the pre-reading questions and write their answers on chart paper. Ask students to post their responses in the classroom.  Use post-it sentence strips or a scribe, if necessary to incorporate the students input. 
3. Direct each group to review the closest chart and provide feedback on content and clarity.  Ensure that students can respond in picture/symbol/object format or electronically utilizing their PDA, word predictor, or augmentative communication device, if necessary. 

4. Using the posted responses as a reference, lead a discussion related to the pre-reading questions.  .  Ensure that students can respond in picture/symbol/object format or electronically utilizing their PDA, word predictor, or augmentative communication device, if necessary. 

5. Have students read Chapter 1 from The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass a literary nonfiction text.  Provide pre-recorded text, or a modified/summarized picture/symbol story.
 ftp://sailor.gutenberg.lib.md.us/gutenberg/2/23/23-h/23-h.htm#2HCH0001 

6. After reading Chapter 1, ask students to write one question of their own for the class to consider that is answered in the text and another "I wonder why" statement. Use a writer's notebook or response journal for this writing.  Ensure that students can respond in picture/symbol/object format or using an augmentative communication device, if necessary.  

a. Example:  What did we learn about Frederick Douglass’ mother?

b. Example:   I wonder why Douglass was not allowed to be with his mother while she was dying.

7. In small groups, have students pose their questions and share their statements; instruct students to respond to both the questions and the statements.  Monitor student discussion by circulating among the groups. Ensure that students can respond in picture/symbol/object format or using an augmentative communication device, if necessary.  

8. Closure:  Use the following graphic organizer as a ticket out the door. Reduce number of questions on ticket out the door. Ensure that students can respond in picture/symbol/object format or using an augmentative communication device, if necessary.  

	3 Characteristics of non-fiction

	2 Ways that fiction differs from non-fiction

	1  Predict what will happen in Chapter 2


FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
· Peer review of charts with the use of picture/symbol/object format or using an augmentative communication device, if necessary.  

· Modified Ticket out the door, if necessary.
Pre-Symbolic 

Instruction: STUDENT OBJECTIVES
Students will:

· Compare and evaluate characteristics that distinguish fiction from literary non-fiction

· Make inferences and draw conclusions based on information from the text

· Cite evidence from the text to support generalizations
INSTRUCTION AND ACTIVITIES
 

1 Have students respond to the following posted pre-reading questions as homework, as an in-class freewrite before the reading, or in oral class discussion.  Reduce number of simplified questions in picture/symbol/object format either electronically or on paper, that require a yes-no or true-false response.  Ensure that students can respond in picture/symbol/object format or electronically utilizing their PDA, word predictor, or augmentative communication device, if necessary. 

i. What is the difference between fiction and non-fiction?  How can you tell when a story is true? What would indicate a story wasn't true? 

ii. How does who tells the story affect the events of the story?

iii. What do you know about slavery in the United States?

9. Instruct students to spend ten to fifteen minutes discussing their responses to the pre-reading questions and write their answers on chart paper. Ask students to post their responses in the classroom.  Use post-it sentence strips or a scribe to relate picture/symbol/object response, if necessary to incorporate the students input. 
10. Direct each group to review the closest chart and provide feedback on content and clarity.  Ensure that students can respond in picture/symbol/object format or augmentative communication device, if necessary. 

11. Using the posted responses as a reference, lead a discussion related to the pre-reading questions.  Ensure that students can respond in picture/symbol/object format or augmentative communication device, if necessary. 

12. Have students read Chapter 1 from The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass a literary nonfiction text.  Provide pre-recorded text, or a modified/summarized picture/symbol story, incorporating tactile objects to represent characters and concepts.

 ftp://sailor.gutenberg.lib.md.us/gutenberg/2/23/23-h/23-h.htm#2HCH0001 

13. After reading Chapter 1, ask students to write one question of their own for the class to consider that is answered in the text and another "I wonder why" statement. Ensure that students can respond in picture/symbol/object format or using an augmentative communication device, if necessary.  

a. Example:  What did we learn about Frederick Douglass’ mother?

b. Example:   I wonder why Douglass was not allowed to be with his mother while she was dying.

14. In small groups, have students pose their questions and share their statements; instruct students to respond to both the questions and the statements.  Monitor student discussion by circulating among the groups. Ensure that students can respond in picture/symbol/object format or using an augmentative communication device, if necessary.  

15. Closure:  Use the following graphic organizer as a ticket out the door.  Pose one question on the ticket out the door. Ensure that students can respond in picture/symbol/object format or using an augmentative communication device, if necessary.  

	3Characteristics of non-fiction

	2 Ways that fiction differs from non-fiction

	   1Predict what will happen in Chapter 2


FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
· Peer review of charts with the use of picture/symbol/object format or using an augmentative communication device, if necessary.  

· Modified Ticket out the door, if necessary.
	Webb’s Depth of Knowledge (Cognitive Demand)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1 – Recall


X  2 – Application of Skill/Concept
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3 – Strategic Thinking
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 4 – Extended Thinking


