How does the use of figurative language enhance a piece of poetry and prose?

Figurative language examples from “A Christmas Carol”


	Type
	Direct Quote
	How does this enhance the story?

	
	“Old Marley was as dead as a doornail.”
	

	
	“If I had my will, every idiot who goes about with ‘Merry Christmas’ on his lips should be boiled with his own pudding and buried with a stake of holly through his heart.”
	

	
	“…[Master Peter] blew the fire until the slow potatoes, bubbling up, knocked loudly at the saucepan lid to be let out and peeled.”
	


