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Merry Christmas!
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Midterms
The ultimate survival guide
By Andrew Dotter
)
 (
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 (
Don’t sweat it! 
Take your time and 
think it through. If
you study you will
do well!
)


 (
Midterms can be a very stressful time of the year. Fortunately, the testing begins after Christmas, so enjoy your long break and start studying next year. Testing starts Monday, January 13
th
 and goes until Thursday, January 16
th
. Dismissal for exams is at 11:30AM every day. There are two exams per day. Students report to the classroom of their exams instead of homerooms (classes and exam locations are posted in all homerooms.) A study period precedes all exams.  Should the weather be difficult and it snows on exam day, the study period will be shortened. Exams stay the same. For those students that take Spanish, you will have to stay until 11:30. Those students that don’t take Spanish can leave after the first exam. Sorry freshmen, looks like you’re staying until 11:30! 
)







 (
Now on to the tips. Bring all of your books home for all of the exams in case of that difficult weather I talked about earlier. A tip that works for me is to review all of your materials a week before the exams and then break your notebook into about 4-5 sections and review about a section or so per day closer to the exam date. Try this out for yourself and see if it works for you. And if it might be too hard, try another method, such as flash cards. I hope all these tips helped you!
)











Penny Wars by Maggie Nicholson         [image: C:\Users\M. Costello\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\YRX5BGC0\MM900395766[1].gif]
 (
Starting on November 17
th
 and just ending last                              week, the FBLA sponsored a penny drive for sight charities. Each homeroom was given an                                empty jug and was to compete against other homerooms to collect the most pennies. But there was              a catch: if you put, for instance, a nickel into another homeroom’s jar, five cents would be taken off of their final penny count. Final count isn’t in yet so we will keep you posted.
)






 (
Up Coming Events
)
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 (
Christmas Vacation 12/21 – 1/1  
   Report cards – 1/27
Exams – 1/14, 15, 16
  Catholic Schools Week – 1/26-2/1
Teacher In-Service – 1/20 – Student day off
  Diocesan Music Festival – 1/30-2/1
3rd Quarter begins – 1/21
Open House – 1/26
)

	


 (
Throughout this
 paper you will find
 
crafting ideas
 by Annette Ritzko
) (
Getting Crafty 
with Christmas
) (
Tragedy or Learning Experience?
)


 (
Tis’ the season to be jolly, and what better way to be jolly, than with a house full of your own creations! I hope this article will inspire you to be creative with your decorating and planning this Christmas, while also helping you save a little money in the process! 
Paper Snowflakes:
      
I’m sure you’ve seen or heard of
 paper snowflakes before, but did you ever try making them, or knew how easy they were to make? All you need are scissors and paper, either already a square or regular printer paper.
      Therea step-by-step diagram I got off of 
www.highhopes.com
 and for additional help, type in 
How to Make Paper Snowflakes: How to Cut Paper Snowflakes
, by expertvillage on YouTube
:
With your snowflakes, you can make garlands, hang them various places, or even skewer about four together, going from largest on bottom and slowly becoming smaller to the top, to make a 
Snowflake 
Christmas 
tree
!
)
 (
While reading and analyzing Sophocles’ Greek tragedy OEDIPUS REX Mr. Dougherty’s English IV Honors Class did research projects on various aspects of life in ancient Greece, including music, religion, art, food, and architecture.  The students than gave presentations to the class.
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Successful Golf Season 
by Albert McFadden
)
 (
Mark Postupack
)[image: Photo: N/A, License: N/A]
 (
Everyone thought after the 2012 golf season ended that Marian Catholic was out of the running to be a competitor for the next year.  This was because we lost the majority of players, who were Seniors. Well they were wrong; everyone was pleasantly surprised including Mr. Brylewski, their coach. The 2013 team had an 11-1 season.  The team qualified and played their divisional at Blue Mountain View golf course but didn’t place, but Albert McFadden won the Schuylkill League.  The team was very satisfied with their showing this year.  They are hoping next year will showcase more success.  
The varsity team which consisted of three Freshmen is as follows: Austin Paisley ( Senior), Mark Postupack (Senior), Josh Tulanowski (Junior), Tyler Wackley (Sophomore), Mike Latoff (Freshman), Albert McFadden (Freshman)  and Jarod Paisley (Freshman).  
)










 (
A Riddle for Smart People
) (
Winter Storm Tips
)


 (
With winter definitely here as we can see by the snow day we’ve already had, here are some tips for keeping safe and warm this winter. 
Dress properly for the weather, including a hat, scarf, coat, gloves, socks and water-resistant shoes or boots.
Walk slowly and carefully.
When walking at night, wear outer clothing that contrasts with the white snow.
When walking during the day, wear sunglasses to protect your eyes from glare.
Give yourself plenty of time to get where you are going. 
)[image: C:\Users\costello\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\LPA9R9HM\MC900438107[1].wmf] (
Only 5% of Stanford University graduates Figured it out! 
Can you answer all seven of the following questions With the same word?
1. The word has seven letters.... 
2. Preceded God... 
3. Greater than God... 
4. More Evil than the devil... 
5. All poor people have it... 
6. Wealthy people need it.... 
7. If you eat it, you will die.
Answer on page 4
)
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Christmas Trivia
Who is mayor of Somber Town in 
the TV show
 Santa Claus is coming to Town?
What is the name of the Grinch’s dog?
According to the Gospels, how many Wise Men were there?
What was the first gift my true love sent on the eighth day of Christmas?
In the song “It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas” what can Mom and Dad hardly wait for?
) (
TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
Here are a
 
few challenges for you. Hope you have the courage to give them a try
ANSWERS ON PG 6
)

 (
Christmas Ball Wreath:
           
Why buy a Christmas 
ball wreath for $30-$6
0, when you can easily make one from things you can find in Walmart or the Dollar Store?
You'll need:
≈ 80 Small-
large
 Balls (
Can be found at Dollar tree, and plastic balls are preferable)
       
≈ 30 Medium Balls
 (or about 20 large balls)
 
from Dollar Tree 
       ≈ 24 to 36 small 
balls 
(
Just remember, a 
lot of balls of varying sizes
 and colors that complement each other)                                                                         
                                                                                                       
- May also buy other ornaments such as stars
 and bells
, that go along with your color scheme, but it does look best with 
circular ornaments like balls and bells. 
- About 1
 spool of ribbon that comple
ments the color of your wreath 
- About a 12" Foam wreath base
 (or any size you want)
, found in the floral section of most craft stores, and in some Walmarts.
- A glue gun and a lot of glue sticks (Approx. used at least 5-6 sticks) 
Steps:
Remove all of the metal (or plastic) tops off of the ornaments. 
Take your largest Christmas balls first, stick a generous amount of glue on top of ball where the metal tops were, and then stick (slightly jab in) it into the foam wreath base. Basically you’re gluing the top of your ornaments to the inside and outside edges of the wreath base
.(takes about 16-18 large balls or medium balls depending on the size of wreath base)
Fill in the rest of wreath with the rest of your medium or large ornaments, and then add the small ornaments to fill up any unwanted spaces using more hot glue. 
Add any other finishing touches, a loop of ribbon to back of wreath, and you’re done!
For a helpful video, type in
: 
ORNAMENT WREATH - How To - Christmas Craft - Holiday DIY
 
by SoCraftastic on YouTube!
) (
Christmas Carols in other words
Complete the titles of the these Christmas Carols
Move hitherward the entire assembly of those who are loyal in their belief.
Listen, the celestial messengers produce harmonious sounds.
Span of broken quietness during the nocturnal time.
An emotion excited by the acquisition or expectation of good given to the terrestrial sphere.
Embellish the external passageway.
Twelve o’clock on a clement night witnessed it’s arrival
The Christmas preceding all others.
Small municipality in Judea southeast Jerusalem
Diminutive masculine master of skin-covered percussionistic cylinders
Omnipotent Supreme Being who elicits respite to ecstatic distinguished males.
Tranquility upon the tempestial sphere
Obese personification fabricated of compressed mounds of minute crystals.
Expectation of arrival to populated area by mythical, masculine perennial gift giver.
Natal celebration devoid of color.
In awe of the nocturnal time span characterized by religiosity.
Geographic state of fantasy during the season of Mother Nature’s dormancy.
The first person nominative plural of triumvirate of far eastern heads of state.
Tintinnabulation of vacillating pendulums in inverted, metallic resonant cups. 
In a distant location, the existence of an improvised unit of newborn children’s slumber furniture.
Proceed forth declaring upon specific geographical formation
Jovial yuletide desired for the second person, singular or plural, by us.
Argentum and Aurum
The Red-Berried Evergreen and the Climbing Vine
I Perceived a Trio of Brigantines
Dancing in the Vicinity of the Decorated Conifer
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 (
QR Code Christmas
Scan these QR codes with your QR app on your tech devise.
They will take you to websites if interest.
) (
Christmas Survey Results
These are the results of the survey the students and faculty were asked to do online.  Thanks to the 120 people who participated.
Favorite songs
    
1-2 Tie – “Jingle Bells” and 
       
“Silent Night”
3 – “Oh Holy Night”
4 -6 – Tie “ Deck the Halls”, 
       “Frosty the Snowman” 
& “Let it Snow”
Favorite Movie
1 – 
Elf
2 – 
A Christmas Story
3 – 
A Christmas Carol
4-6 Tie – 
Christmas Vacation, 
  
The Grinch, 
&
 It’s a Wonderful 
Life
Favorite TV Special
1 – 
A Charlie Brown Christmas
2 – 
How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas
3 – 
Rudolph the Red Nosed 
Reindeer
4 – 
The Year without a Santa 
Claus
5 – 
Frosty the Snowman
)




 (
Jingle Bells - 
http://xmasfun.com/Lyrics.aspx?ID=38
 Silent Night - 
http://xmasfun.com/Lyrics.aspx?ID=50
 It’s a Wonderful Life - 
http://xmasfun.com/WatchOnline.aspx?Video_ID=19
 A Christmas Carol –George C. Scott -
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JvdMjXhPGd0&list=PLRKrFT25-itWU2oaXSyFk5JHU4QdN89bp
 Scrooge the Musical - 
http://xmasfun.com/WatchOnline.aspx?Video_ID=182
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Answer to Riddle on page 2
NOTHING
NOTHING has 7 letters. 
NOTHING preceded God. 
NOTHING is greater than God. 
NOTHING is more Evil than the devil. 
All poor people have NOTHING. 
Wealthy people need NOTHING. 
If you eat NOTHING, you will die..
)
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 (
Coffee Filter Paper Lanterns:
          Last, but not least, are these very pretty and cheap coffee filter paper lanterns! They’re perfect to hang and decently easy to make!
 
For a helpful video, type in 
DIY Floral Chandelier/Pendent! 
{Super Cute & Inexpensive}
, by
 
thatgirlCATHY
 on YouTube.
You’ll need:
White paper lanterns  - You can find large ones at Pier1 or various sizes at Party City 
& 
Hobby Lobby
Hot glue gun and glue sticks.
A whole lot of Coffee filters( needs to be a 
basket-type
)
Steps:
Follow instructions on wrapper on how to assemble paper lantern.
Grab coffee filters around center, and scrunch together, so the coffee filter isn’t a crumpled ball, but so the edges are closer together and it resembles a flower.
Flatten bottom slightly and add hot glue.
Take the coffee filter and attach it to the Lantern, and keep doing so until the lantern’s outside surface can no longer be seen.
I hope these easy decorations inspire you to be creative this Christmas, and don’t forget you can also create your own gifts by creating a personalized mug with Sharpie markers (to learn more: 
diyopolis.com - Tips and Tricks to the DIY Sharpie Mug
), or just baking cookies! Merry Christmas and good luck crafting!                                                        
)
 (
Marian Student Entertains
For Christmas 
)



 (
Marian Student Kyle Karlavage entertained the Mother Teresa Women’s Guild, the women’s organization of Blessed Teresa of Calcutta church in Mahanoy City, on Sunday December 8.  He played his cello performing various Christmas Carols for the ladies’ enjoyment.  Kyle is a member of
 the Gabriel Youth Orchestra which operates out of Pottsville. 
)
[image: ]










 (
Concert announcement – Come hear Kyle and the Gabriel Youth Orchestra on Dec. 22, 2013 at 3 PM at the 
D.H.H. Lengel Auditorium, Pottsville, PA.
)





 (
Melting Pot Christmas 
by Sara Bau
er
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 (
Every country has its own Christmas traditions. Though they all celebrate it different ways, the "reason for the season" is always the Nativity story and the birth of Jesus. Because many people in this area are Irish and Polish, I will share some of their traditions.
In Ireland, Christmas lasts from Christmas Eve to the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6, which is often called Little Christmas. They leave candles in their windows as a sign of welcome for Mary and Joseph, to remember their journey and their struggle to find shelter. Traditional food includes a caraway seed cake for every person in the house, turkey, and spiced beef.
In Poland, Christmas lasts throughout Advent. It includes some elements from Lent; people try not to have excess of anything and may even give up their favorite foods. Parties are uncommon. Christmas Eve is a day of fasting and meat is not allowed on that day. Before the Christmas Eve meal, a wafer with the image of Mary, Joseph and Jesus (called Oplatek) is broken and shared. Often, an empty place is left at the table for the Christ Child. Children participate in Nativity plays and go caroling.
In America, these traditions and many others are combined. Every family celebrates Christmas differently. In a way, there is no "American Christmas." America is a country of immigrants, and many countries over the years have shaped America into what it is today. As Jimmy Carter said, "We become not a melting pot but a beautiful mosaic. Different people, different beliefs, different yearnings, different hopes, different dreams."
)









 (
Crafting
)

 (
I hope these easy decorations inspire you to be creative this Christmas, and don’t forget you can also create your own gifts by creating a personalized mug with Sharpie markers (to learn more: 
diyopolis.com - Tips and Tricks to the DIY Sharpie Mug
), or just baking cookies! Merry Christmas and good luck crafting!                                                        
By: 
Anne
tte Ritzko
)



	






 (
Freshman Officers 
by
 Britney Zeigler
)
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The freshmen elections were held on November 19. It was a tight race with the winners being: 
President Ethan Kuczynski, 
Vice President Jacob Paluck
 Secretary Jenna O’Donnell.  
They and the homeroom representatives who will be chosen will be sworn in at a later date.
)




 (
Nativity Scenes
St. Francis of Assisi is credited with creating the first nativity scene in 1223 in Italy. His was an attempt to place the emphasis of Christmas on Christ rather than the secular. Although his Nativity scene was living, many of us remember Christmas with a set made of statues. Whether made of wood, or ceramic or plastic and even Ive seen one made of sea shells, it is the reminder of the true meaning of Christmas.  So each day during your vaction, look at your Nativity scene and remember the 
Reason for the Season.   
) (
Christmas Trivia Answers
Burgermister Misterburger
Max
It doesn’t say
Maids a milkin
For school to start again
) (
Christmas Carols in other words
Answers
Oh Come all ye Faithful
Hark the Herald Angels Sing
Silent Night
Joy to the World
Deck the Halls
It Came Upon a Midnight Clear
The First Noel
Oh Little Town of Bethlehem
The Little Drummer Boy
God Rest ye Merry Gentlemen
Peace on Earth
Frosty the Snowman
Santa Claus is Coming to Town
White Christmas
Oh Holy Night
Winter Wonderland
We Three Kings
Jingle Bells
Away in a Manger
Go tell it on the Mountain
We Wish you a Merry Christmas
Silver and Gold
The Holly and the Ivy
I Saw Three Ships
Rockin Around the Christmas Tree
 
) (
TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
Answers
How did you do?
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“Tis’ the Season to Smile.”
By Robert Devigili
 
Joan Jackson sat in her daughter’s kitchen sipping at a mug of hot chocolate. Despite the heat being turned up in order to comfort her old bones, Joan felt a shiver run down her back. Christmas was quickly approaching. Once her favorite holiday, she recently began to dread it due to her beloved husband’s death five years ago. Still feeling chilly, she looked down to see the spot where her wedding ring had once rested. She could still see the faint line where her skin had been protected by the shining metal. After some time, most people switch to the gold band, but Joan kept hers on through the thick and thin of her marriage. With a sad smile, Joan thought back to the day William Jackson had proposed to her.
Fifty-eight years ago on Christmas Day, Willy had taken her for a walk in the park. The sky had been so clear and bright from the past storm that the fresh snow had seemed to glow in the moonlight. A caroling group could be heard in the distance singing O Christmas Tree. After a while, he stopped walking and turned to her with the biggest brown eyes that beamed loving admiration. He then said to her in a soft voice, “Every day since we met, you’ve made me smile—the kind of smile that changes a person for the better—a smile that makes you feel welcome and warm. I want the chance to make you smile like that for the rest of your life.” And with that he got down on one knee and asked her to marry him.
	With memories fresh on her mind, Joan knew that she hadn’t been able to hear a Christmas carol for the five years since that fateful day when her entire world changed forever. Later that night, she sat  by the fire in the family room when her little grandson Bryan came running in. “Grandma, Grandma!” he exclaimed, “My school’s putting on a Christmas musical, and I have a part in it! Can you come? Please?” Though she didn’t want to disappoint him, Joan just wasn’t in the mood for a Christmas show. “That’s great news Bryan, but I don’t think Grandma’s going to be able to…” then Bryan started his pleading again, and as she looked down at the young boy she noticed his eyes. How similar they were to Willy’s! So, with as much love as she could muster, and much to Bryan’s excitement, Joan agreed to go see her grandsons show.
	Bryan always loved Christmas. From the food to decorations, to presents and everything else that came with it, there was no better time for him. Though nothing could ruin his joy for the holidays, he had noticed Grandma’s mood. She always seemed sad, especially around Christmas. He had asked Mommy about it, but she didn’t really give an explanation. He had tried to cheer her up, asking to play games or watch a Christmas movie, but Grandma had always given an excuse not to. Out of ideas, he had finally written a letter to Santa asking for his help. It read:   

Dear Santa,
My name is Bryan and I am four-years-old. Mommy,
Daddy and I love Christmas, but my Grandma always seems sad. I don’t
want her to be upset during the holidays, so for Christmas this year I want my grandma
to have a reason to smile.
Thank you and Merry Christmas,
Bryan Jackson
 
And then his wish had been granted. Grandma had agreed to come to his school’s Christmas show! When she heard all the pretty Christmas songs, surely she couldn’t stay sad. So, for the next couple of weeks, Bryan practiced his best so that Grandma would be happy. 
	On the week before Christmas, Joan had kept her word and went to Bryan’s Christmas show. Though listening to festive holiday songs during one of her saddest times wasn’t the first thing Joan had wanted to do, she reluctantly sat in her seat and awaited the show. As the lights dimmed, the murmurs of the crowd stifling, the performance began. The children acted out a story line of what Christmas really meant, with holiday songs laced through the show. Finally, the final performance arrived, much to Joan’s relief. She had reached the edge of her breaking point and could not take much more emotional recollection. So it was no surprise that when the final song to play was O Christmas Tree, Joan nearly broke down crying right then and there. Yet she held it together and was about to walk out when she realized who it was singing. She looked up to see Bryan standing center-stage, a single spotlight on him, as a chorus of children hummed in the background. Instead of running out sobbing or shutting down in an overload of feelings, she simply sat there, silently crying and she took in the proudest moment of her life. As the song finished, Joan instantly stood up and applauded her grandson, tears in her eyes and a smile on her face. He had reminded her what Willy had always told her: to smile. 
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