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Character Motivation

from “The Circuit“
by Francisco Jiménez
(Stated Character Motivation)

I still felt a little dizzy when we took a break to eat lunch. It was past two o'clock
and we sat underneath a large walnut tree that was on the side of the road. While we
ate, Papa jotted down the number of boxes we had picked. Roberto drew designs on
the ground with a stick. Suddenly I noticed Papa's face turn pale as he looked down
the road. “Here comes the school bus,” he whispered loudly in alarm. Instinctively,
Roberto and I ran and hid in the vineyards. We did not want to get in trouble for not
going to school. The yellow bus stopped in front of Mr. Sullivan's house. Two neatly
dressed boys about my age got off. They carried books under their arms. After they
crossed the street, the bus drove away. Roberto and I came out from hiding and joined
Papa. “Tienen que tener cuidado,”1 he warned us.

1. Tienen que tener cuidado Spanish: you have to be careful.
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