S-5-4-3_Planetary Orbits Worksheet and KEY

Planetary Orbits Worksheet
1.  The Earth revolves around the Sun. The Moon revolves around the Earth. Draw a simple diagram of these two orbits. (Include labels).
2.  Using 3 different colored pencils draw and label the following on the diagram below.

A. An arrow showing the sun’s gravitational pull on Earth

B. A dotted line showing Earth’s orbit around the sun

C. An arrow showing Earth’s original motion


3.  In the diagram from question #2, which letter represents inertia?
4.  Which two factors keep Earth orbiting around the sun at all times?

Bonus

Argue whether you think Pluto should be considered a planet or not.

Answer Key

1.
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3.  C

4.  The sun’s gravitational pull on Earth draws it toward the sun, and Earth’s inertia keeps Earth trying to move away from the sun at all times.

SUN





MOON





EARTH





EARTH





SUN





Earth’s orbit





Sun’s gravity





EARTH’S ORIGINAL MOTION





EARTH





SUN








