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Metamorphic Rock Essay Questions

Explain what metamorphic rocks are and how they form. Your explanation must include: 
1) a general explanation of what metamorphic rocks are 
2) a description of the general conditions under which metamorphic rocks form

3) a summary of the two general types of changes that transform parent rocks to metamorphic rocks 
4) an explanation of what parent rocks are
Scoring Rubric

	Points
	Description

	4
	The student completes all four of the requirements, as follows:

· Student explains that metamorphic rocks are rocks that have morphed or changed into another kind or rock from sedimentary and igneous rock. 
· Student explains that the change is due to immense heat and pressure found in the Earth’s interior, which causes rock to melt and change its form and chemical structure.
· Student explains that metamorphism happens in two different ways. Contact metamorphism is when rock undergoes changes right next to the heat source. This is quick and associated with higher temperatures. Regional metamorphism happens when rock is farther away from the heat source. This process is slower and is associated with higher pressures.
· Student explains that parent rock refers to the original rock from which something else was formed.

	3
	The student completes three of the requirements.

	2
	The student completes two of the requirements.

	1
	The student completes one of the requirements.

	0
	The student demonstrates lack of understanding or does not attempt to complete the assessment.








