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Key for Graphic Visualization of Coal-Forming Processes
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As the plants in swampy areas die, their remains are covered by water and buried by other plant remains and sediments. These layers of dead plant material accumulate first as peat. With increased heat and compression accompanying continued burial by other layers of plants and plant remains, the peat layers turn into lignite. Burial to even greater depths with even higher temperatures changes the lignite into bituminous coal. Much deeper burial and even greater temperatures, like those associated with mountain building, produce anthracite coal.

Bituminous coal

http://geology.com/rocks/coal.shtml



Peat

http://geology.com/rocks/coal.shtml



Lignite


http://geology.com/rocks/coal.shtml
Anthracite coal


http://geology.com/rocks/coal.shtml
Formation of coal

http://www.uky.edu/KGS/coal/coalkinds.htm
Increasing depth of burial, temperature, and time








