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	A rock is an “irregular solid.” Its sides have uneven lengths. You can use displacement of water to find the volume of rocks.
Steps:

1. Get a graduated cylinder, and two rocks of varying size.

2. Put some water in the cylinder and measure the amount of water at eye level. Mark your measurement on the bottom of the page.      
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3. Drop one rock in the cylinder.

4. Now measure the water at eye level. Then put the new measurement on the worksheet at the bottom of the page. To calculate the volume of the rock, subtract the first reading from the second reading. The difference will give you the volume of the rock.  For example: 

5. After you have calculated the volume of the first rock, use the same process to calculate the volume of the second rock. It is important that the liquid measurement has the same initial measurement. If your liquid measured 30 mL during the first trial, measure 30 mL for the second trial.

Rock #1   

First Water Measurement _______ mL
Second Water Measurement (with rock) ______ mL
Find the volume of the rock by subtracting the first measurement from the second measurement. Show your work.

Rock #2 

First Water Measurement _______ mL
Second Water Measurement (with rock) ______ mL
Find the volume of the rock by subtracting the first measurement from the second measurement. Show your work.

6. After you have calculated the volume of both rocks, answer the following questions. 

· What was the volume of your first rock? ____

· What was the volume of the second rock? ____

· Since you had the same amount of water at the beginning of each trial, why was the volume of the rocks different?


First measurement: 30 mL


Second measurement: 50 mL





           50 mL


          -30 mL


          ______


           20 mL = Volume of Rock
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