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Double-Entry Notes―Teacher Version

Directions: In the right-hand column, take notes that answer each of the questions in the left-hand column. You do not need to use complete sentences.

	1. Where are fig trees found?


	Over 1,000 species of fig trees

Found worldwide

Usually live in environments that are warm and dry. Sometimes tropical rainforests: warm and humid.

	2. How are figs important in their environment?


	Home to many other living things

Produce food (figs) year-round

The only place fig tree wasps live

“Keystone species”: Species that has a major impact on its ecosystem and is needed to maintain ecosystem balance

	3. How do figs carry out sexual reproduction?


	Sexual reproduction: Process by which two cells from different parents come together to produce a new organism
Pollination: Transfer of pollen from male flowers to female flowers

Fig trees are always pollinated by fig tree wasps that carry pollen from male to female flowers.

Fruit-eating animals play an important part because they spread the fig seeds.

Figs produce fruit 3 times/year

Reproduction repeats over and over in the fig life cycle

	4. What are the reproductive structures of figs?


	Syconium: Structures on fig trees that are lined on the inside with tiny, pollen-bearing male flowers and seed-bearing female flowers. Usually just called the “fig”

Male flowers: Contain pollen

Pollen: Tiny dust-like particles that carry male sex cells in some plants

Female flowers: Pollen enters ovary in fertilization; seeds develop here

Ovary: The structure in plants that contains female sex cells and will develop into fruit after pollination

Ostiole: Opening in syconium where fig tree wasps enter
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	5. How do humans produce new fig trees using asexual reproduction?


	Asexual reproduction: Process by which a single parent reproduces by itself. 

Humans can make new fig trees with cuttings from one tree:

1. Cut section of branch when tree doesn’t have figs on it

2. Plant in potting soil and give water and sunlight

3. New roots develop and cutting becomes new tree


