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Fig Tree Wasp Reproduction and Life Cycle–Teacher Version
I. Reproduction

A. Sexual reproduction inside the syconium (fig).

B. One male sex cell and one female sex cell join to form new wasp offspring.

II. Larvae

A. Develop inside fig flowers in structures called “galls”

B. Feed on tissue inside the fig’s ovary

C. Develop for 3–20 weeks. Amount of time is the same as fig development; depends on which species of fig tree and wasp

D. Emerge from flowers, and then life cycle of males and females starts again

III. Males
A. Body structures

1. No eyes or wings

2. Long abdomen for reproduction

3. Smaller than eye of a needle

B. Jobs

1. Mate with females

2. Chew exit tunnel through fig wall so young females can escape without losing their wings

3. Only live a few hours; whole life inside fig

IV. Females (also called “foundresses”)
A. Body structures

1. Wings for flying to other figs

2. “Ovipositor:” structure for inserting eggs into flowers

3. “Pollen pocket:” structure for carrying pollen to other flowers

4. Many sets of teeth for chewing entrance into fig

5. Smaller than eye of a needle

B. Jobs

1. Mission: Carry pollen to other figs (on same tree or another tree). Only a few out of 1000s survive

2. Scrapes pollen from male flowers, stores in pollen pocket and/or outside of body

3. Mate with males

4. Females carrying eggs leave fig through tunnel males create

5. Enter another fig through tight opening at end; wings break off

6. Pollinates female flowers and lays eggs inside female flowers with ovipositor.

7. Lives a few days; dies after laying eggs

