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Types of Symbiosis–Teacher Version

· Mutualism: A type of symbiosis in which both species benefit from the relationship.

· Parasitism: A type of symbiosis in which one species benefits and the other is harmed. The parasitic species lives in or on the host species.

· Commensalism: A type of symbiosis in which one species benefits and the other is unaffected.
Directions: Read each description below. Put the correct letter (M, P, or C) by the statements that best describe each type of symbiosis.

M
1. The hermit crab is less likely to be eaten by cuttlefish when a sea anemone rides on its shell. The anemone gets access to a wider feeding range.
P
2. A tapeworm attaches to the intestinal wall of a cat and takes nutrients eaten by the cat.
C
3. A shrimp hides in a sea anemone for protection from predators. The shrimp is immune to the anemone’s stinging tentacles.

M
4. A cleaner fish feeds on parasites in a shark's mouth and gills.
C
5. A guinea hen eats ticks living on the back of a hippopotamus.

M
6. Green algae and a fungus live together. The algae provide nutrients for the fungus, and the fungus provides water and nutrients for the algae.

P
7. A tick burrows into a dog's skin to suck blood.
C
8. Orchids grow in tall tropical trees. Orchids can get sunlight from their location, and the trees are not harmed.

M
9. Bacteria found on the roots of a soybean plant make nitrogen from the atmosphere available to the plant. The plant gives the bacteria carbohydrates.

M
10. A student has a pet. The student feeds the pet and provides shelter for it, and the pet provides companionship for the student.
