S-7-7_Biome Diorama Performance Assessment

Biome Diorama Activity
Objective: to construct a three-sided diorama that represents the characteristics of a biome.

Materials:

· three patterns of the three-sided diorama
· scissors

· glue

· tag board or cardboard

Assembly:

1.
Cut out the three patterns.

2.
Cut along the line that says “cut.”
3.
Fold along fold lines.

4.
Put the parts together by gluing the back of B to the front of A.

Hint: If you want to color a background, do this before you do step 4.

After all three parts are made...

1.
Glue backs together. The base should be a circle.

2.
Trace the base (circle) on a piece of cardboard or sturdy paper.

3.
Cut out the circle.

4.
Glue the three sections to the base.
Source: http://abcteach.com/free/t/three_sided_diorama_set.pdf
Directions:
1. You will need three copies of the three-sided diorama and one copy of the Diorama Activity instructions.

2. Construct the diorama according to the assembly instructions above. 
3. Represent your biome on the three sides of your diorama: 
· Side 1: Represent a few biotic and abiotic factors in the biome.

· Side 2: Represent a symbiotic relationship in that biome.

· Side 3: Represent one way human actions have affected the environment in this biome.
Note: You may use a variety of materials to construct the diorama such as construction paper, figurines, photographs, illustrations, and natural items collected from the environment. 
4. Write a paragraph describing the biome that you have shown on your diorama.

5. Present your diorama to the class. The oral presentation should include a description of what is depicted on each side of the diorama, including describing the biotic and abiotic factors, classifying and explaining the type of symbiotic relationship, and explaining how humans can impact the environment.
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Biome Diorama Performance Assessment Scoring Rubric:
	Points
	Description

	5
	The student meets all five of the requirements:

· Diorama:

· represents the biome with appropriate biotic and abiotic factors.

· shows a typical symbiotic relationship between organisms in the biome.

· shows how humans can affect ecosystems.

· Paragraph:

· describes all three parts of the diorama.

· Oral presentation:

· shows understanding of the concepts of biotic, abiotic, and symbiotic, and explains effects of human actions on the ecosystem.

	4
	The student meets four of the requirements.

	3
	The student meets three of the requirements.

	2
	The student meets two of the requirements.

	1
	The student completes the three-sided diorama and paragraph, and one of the requirements.

	0
	The student demonstrates a lack of understanding or does not attempt to complete the assessment.



