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Dirty Observations Lab

Objective: Observe and describe examples of relationships between organisms in the local ecosystem.

Materials:
· four wooden sticks

· meter stick

· shoe box top

· plastic wrap

· shovel

· string

Procedure:

1. Work together to prepare your observation box. Using a box top, take some plastic wrap and tape it to the bottom of the box. This box will hold your ecosystem sample.

2. Choose a site to observe. Use the meter stick, four wooden sticks, and the string to form a 1-meter by 1-meter square. The sticks should be inserted into the soil to form the four corners of the square.

3. Spend five minutes observing closely what is within the boundaries of your ecosystem.

4. Then dig up a sample of soil from the ecosystem and place it in your observation box.

5. Take the sample indoors for further investigation. Before going inside, knock off all loose dirt from your hands and clothes.

6. Use your observations to answer the questions below.

Questions:

1. Name the nonliving things that you observe in your ecosystem sample.

2. Name the living things that you observe in your ecosystem sample.

3. Describe one example of a way you think the living things in your sample area depend on each other for survival.

4. Describe one example of a way you think the living things in your sample area depend on the nonliving things for survival.

5. Which biome does your ecosystem sample come from?

Conclusion: Why do you think some groups observed different characteristics in their ecosystem samples? Answer in a complete sentence.
