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Name: _______________________________            Date: ___________
Examples of Symbiosis

Directions: Read each question and decide what type of symbiotic relationship is being displayed: parasitism, mutualism, or commensalism. 

1. ______________ Insects like the squash vine borer and the corn ear worm destroy their host plants in the process of drawing sustenance from them.
2. ______________ Oxpeckers land on rhinos or zebras, and eat ticks and other parasites that live on their skin. The oxpeckers get food and the rhinos or zebras get pest control.
3. ______________ An American robin benefits by building its nest in a red maple tree. The tree is unaffected.

4. ______________ Bees fly from flower to flower gathering nectar, which they make into food, benefiting the bees. The bees get to eat, and the flowering plants get to reproduce.
5. ______________ Spider crabs live in shallow areas of the ocean floor, and greenish-brown algae live on the crabs' backs, making the crabs blend in with their environment, and unnoticeable to predators. The algae get a good place to live, and the crab can hide because it is camouflaged.

Directions: Answer each question in a complete sentence.

6. Give an example of mutualism. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Give an example of commensalism. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Give an example of parasitism. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Answer KEY
Examples of Symbiosis 

Directions: Read each question and decide what type of symbiotic relationship is being displayed: parasitism, mutualism, or commensalism.
1. Parasitism              Insects like the squash vine borer and the corn ear worm destroy their host plants in the process of drawing sustenance from them.

2. Mutualism              Oxpeckers land on rhinos, or zebras, and eat ticks and other parasites that live on their skin. The oxpeckers get food and the rhinos or zebras get pest control.
3. Commensalism         An American robin benefits by building its nest in a red maple tree. The tree is unaffected.

4. Mutualism               Bees fly from flower to flower gathering nectar, which they make into food, benefiting the bees. The bees get to eat, and the flowering plants get to reproduce.
5. Mutualism              Spider crabs live in shallow areas of the ocean floor, and greenish-brown algae live on the crabs' backs, making the crabs blend in with their environment, and unnoticeable to predators. The algae get a good place to live, and the crab can hide because it is camouflaged.

Directions: Answer each question in a complete sentence.
6. Answers will vary, but students should describe a relationship where both organisms benefit.
7. Answers will vary, but students should describe a relationship where one organism benefits and the other is not harmed or helped.

8. Answers will vary, but students should describe a relationship where one organism benefits but the other is harmed.
