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Where Did That Trait Come From?

Introduction: You’ve probably heard people say things like, “She looks just like her mother.” Or, maybe a mother would say to her son, “You throw a ball like your father.” And, maybe you’ve heard someone say, “That baby has eyes just like her mother’s.” What do these statements really mean, and are they true? To answer this question we need to know the difference between inherited traits and acquired traits. As you probably already know, a trait is a characteristic of a living thing. Some traits are inherited or passed on genetically from parents to offspring. Traits which are inherited include: hair color, blood type, and skin color. Some traits, on the other hand, are acquired throughout the course of a person’s lifetime. Learned behaviors are an example of acquired traits. The ability to write is an example of an acquired trait.
Directions: Decide whether each trait described is an acquired trait or an inherited trait and write A or I on the line next to it.

	Trait
	Acquired (A) or Inherited (I) 

	1. The shape of your nose
	

	2. The tonal quality of your voice
	

	3. Ability to hit a baseball
	

	4. Strength of your eyes
	

	5. The extent of your vocabulary
	

	6. The type of music you enjoy
	

	7. Your shoe size
	

	8. The way you pronounce certain words
	

	9. The types of foods you like to eat
	

	10. Eye color
	


	List five acquired traits you possess.
	List five inherited traits you possess.

	1. 
	1. 

	2. 
	2. 

	3. 
	3. 

	4. 
	4. 

	5. 
	5. 
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Directions: Decide whether each trait described is an acquired trait or an inherited trait and write A or I on the line next to it.

	Trait
	Acquired (A) or Inherited (I) 

	1. The shape of your nose
	I

	2. The tonal quality of your voice
	I

	3. Ability to hit a baseball
	A

	4. Strength of your eyes
	I

	5. The extent of your vocabulary
	A

	6. The type of music you enjoy
	A

	7. Your shoe size
	I

	8. The way you pronounce certain words
	A

	9. The types of foods you like to eat
	A

	10. Eye color
	I


	List five acquired traits you possess.
	List five inherited traits you possess.

	Answers will vary.
	Answers will vary.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


