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Aquatic Critters

Directions: Read the information below from the Web site www.mbgnet.net/fresh/slide/intro.htm to fill in the “Animals and Adaptations” worksheet. 

In aquatic environment such as a river, a pond, or a stream, live a wealth of plants and animals which are adapted for life in a watery environment. Many of the animals which live in aquatic ecosystems rely on the plants for food. There are many insects living in and around bodies of water. Some of these insects live their adult lives as flying insects, like the dragonfly, but their larval stages are spent in the water. 
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 This is a dragonfly nymph. A nymph is an immature or larval stage in the life cycle of some insects. An adult female dragonfly generally lays her eggs in the water. The eggs hatch within 12 to 30 days into the nymphal stage. The dragonfly nymph is the color of the bottom of the pond. 
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The damselfly nymph is longer and more slender than the dragonfly nymph and has a tail with three filaments, each of which contains the gills that allow the nymph to breathe oxygen underwater. 
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Catfish are characteristic of large streams. During the day, adults are found in deep water, submerged under logs or other cover. At night they feed in shallow pools. You can recognize the catfish from its “whisker” barbells that are used to taste and touch its food. They eat insects, fish, crayfish, mollusks, and sometimes plant materials. 
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Sculpin, 2 to 4 inch (5-10 cm) long fish, are commonly found in streams that are kept cold by spring water. They can be found in both silty and rocky riffles and pools. They lie motionless in one spot and move in quick darting dashes. Sculpin have the ability to blend in with their surroundings, which is useful in escaping from enemies and in capturing their prey by ambush.
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 Frogs are a member of the amphibian group. They lay their eggs in the water, and the eggs hatch into tadpoles. A tadpole is the larval stage, and will eventually change into what we know as frogs. Tadpoles breathe with gills, lack nostrils, and have eyes on the sides of their head. They eat algae. Once the tadpole’s legs begin to develop, nostrils appear, and they begin to develop lungs for breathing to replace the gills. Jaws form, and their eyes elevate to the top of the head, and the tail shortens and disappears. Once the frog fully develops, it lives on a diet of insects that it captures with its long sticky tongue. 

