S-8-8-2_ Aquatic Organisms Lab and KEY

Name: _____________________________                                                    Date: ____________

Aquatic Organisms Lab

Lab Procedure:
1.
Fill your bucket halfway with water from a local lake (or standing water from a current rainfall).

2.
Carefully bring your bucket back to your lab station.
3.
Use your eye dropper to retrieve water from your bucket. Use the eye dropper to place the water on the Petri dish.
4.
Place the Petri dish under the microscope. Draw or write your observations in the table below, and then remove the sample from the microscope.

5.
Put on the gloves and place the vegetation (or leaves) under the microscope. Make observations.
6.
Continue to observe samples of water and vegetation until you have found at least three different organisms.
	Observation of Organism 1:


	Observation of Organism 2:

	Observation of Organism 3: 


	Based on the three observations done, create an imaginary organism that has similar adaptations.


Discussion Questions:
1. What was common among the organisms that you observed in today’s lab? 
2. What types of adaptations do organisms need in order to survive in the sample of water you observed today? 
Name: _____________________________                                                   Date: ____________

 Aquatic Organisms Lab―Answer Key
Lab Procedure: 

1.
Fill your bucket halfway with water from a local lake (or standing water from a current rainfall).

2.
Carefully bring your bucket back to your lab station.
3.
Use your eye dropper to retrieve water from your bucket. Use the eye dropper to place the water on the Petri dish.
4.
Place the Petri dish under the microscope. Draw or write your observations in the table below, and then remove the sample from the microscope.

5.
Put on the gloves and place the vegetation (or leaves) under the microscope. Make observations.
6.
Continue to observe samples of water and vegetation until you have found at least three different organisms.
	Observation of Organism 1:

Drawings will vary based on what organisms are found in your sample of water. 


	Observation of Organism 2:

Drawings will vary based on what organisms are found in your sample of water. 

	Observation of Organism 3: 

Drawings will vary based on what organisms are found in your sample of water. 


	Based on the three observations done, create an imaginary organism that has similar adaptations.

Drawings will vary based on what organisms are found in your sample of water. 


Discussion Questions: 

1. What was common among the organisms that you observed in today’s lab? Answers will vary based on the organisms that are found in your sample of water. 

2. What types of adaptations do organisms need in order to survive in the sample of water you observed today? Student answers will vary, but students should mention adaptations such as gills, scales, and streamlined body. 
