S-8-8-3_The Water Cycle and KEY

Name ____________________________________________ Date ________________

The Water Cycle

Part I Directions: Write the correct letter in the space to the left of each component of the water cycle below. Add the letter F to the diagram and draw an arrow to represent infiltration. Define each of the stages of the water cycle in the spaces provided.
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_____ Evaporation: _______________________________________________________

_____ Groundwater: ______________________________________________________

_____ Condensation: ______________________________________________________

_____ Precipitation: _______________________________________________________

_____ Surface Runoff: _____________________________________________________

__F__Infiltration: When water soaks into the ground through the soil and underlying rock layers.
Part II Directions: Fill in the blanks in the paragraph below to describe the water cycle.

Water __________ from lakes and oceans. Water also rises from __________ in the process of transpiration. As air rises, it cools and water __________condenses into tiny droplets. The droplets form a __________. Wind blows the cloud towards the __________. The tiny droplets join together and fall as __________ to the Earth. Some of the water soaks into the soil and rocks during __________. __________    flows along the surface of the Earth toward bodies of water. The water cycle has started again!
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Answer KEY 

The Water Cycle

Part I Directions: Write the correct letter in the space to the left of each component of the water cycle below. Add the letter F to the diagram and draw an arrow to represent infiltration. Define each of the stages of the water cycle in the spaces provided.
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__A___ Evaporation: The process of water changing from a liquid to a gas.
__D___ Groundwater: Underground water that is held in soil or rocks; can be brought to the surface by natural springs or human-made wells.
__B___ Condensation: The process of water changing from a gas to a liquid.
__C___ Precipitation: The action of clouds becoming so heavy that the tiny droplets of water fall from the sky as rain, hail, sleet, or snow.

__E___ Surface Runoff: Precipitation that runs off over the surface of the land, flowing downhill into streams, rivers, ponds, and lakes.
__F____ Infiltration: When water soaks into the ground through the soil and underlying rock layers. 
Part II Directions: Fill in the blanks in the paragraph below to describe the water cycle.

Water evaporates from lakes and oceans. Water also rises from plants in the process of transpiration. As air rises, it cools and water vapor condenses into tiny droplets. The droplets form a cloud. Wind blows the cloud towards the ocean. The tiny droplets join together and fall as precipitation to the Earth. Some of the water soaks into the soil and rocks during infiltration.  Surface runoff flows along the surface of the Earth toward bodies of water. The water cycle has started again!

F








