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Energy Pyramid Activity

Materials:
· scissors
· Energy pyramid outline

· clear tape

· ruler
Directions:
1. In the table for question 1 below, write food chains for four ecosystems: pond, forest, desert, and one ecosystem of your choice. Create two food chains with three levels and two food chains with four levels.

2. Cut out your pyramid.

3. The pyramid has four triangular sides. Each side needs to show an energy pyramid from a different ecosystem.

4. Use the ruler to draw lines across each side, creating as many levels as those in each of your four food chains.

5. Write the organisms from your food chains on each energy pyramid.

6. On one of your energy pyramids with four trophic levels, write “9,000 kcal” on the bottom level. Label how much energy is transferred to each of the other three levels.

7. Write the names of your group members on the square (bottom of the pyramid).

8. Fold your energy pyramid into a 3-dimensional pyramid and tape each side together.

Questions:

1. List your food chains here:

	Type of Ecosystem:
	Food Chain:

	1.
	Pond
	

	2.
	Forest
	

	3.
	Desert
	

	4.
	
	


2. Choose one of your energy pyramids with four trophic levels. In the space below, list the four organisms. Next to each organism, write which of the following terms can be used to describe it: secondary consumer, producer, tertiary consumer, carnivore, herbivore, primary consumer. 
Note: You may use more than one term for each organism.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

3. Where could decomposers fit into the energy pyramid you selected for question 2?

4. Why doesn’t each trophic level receive ALL of the energy from the trophic level below it?

5. How is an energy pyramid different than a food chain?
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