L-6-3-2_Letter to Brandon


August 14, 2012
Dear Brandon,
We know that you have wanted to get a dog for a long time. We are very proud of the responsible young man you are becoming. However, looking after a dog is a bigger responsibility than you realize, and we are not convinced that you are quite ready.

You make your bed, keep your room tidy, and make your own breakfast and lunch most days. There are still many days that you have to be reminded to do these things. You can’t forget to feed a dog; it has to be something that you remember to do every day without fail. You have been a big help in and around the house when you are home. You are busy playing sports or at Boy Scouts at least three nights per week. You also babysit one or two nights per week, and you have to cut Mrs. Green’s lawn once a week. You also have to keep up with homework. Who is going to take care of the dog when you are busy with all of these things?
You are willing to come home right after school when you are not involved with any after-school activities. What will happen when soccer season starts or basketball season? You will not be able to participate on these after-school teams because you will have to come home to let the dog out. We don’t think that you are ready to give up those activities. We also don’t want to see you give up those things.

We appreciate that you are willing to help with the costs of a dog. You are forgetting, however, that we go on vacation at least twice a year, and the dog will not be able to join us. Someone is going to have to pay to have the dog stay at a kennel or have someone come and stay with the dog. That is quite costly—more than you make at both of your jobs.

We have thought long and hard about this decision, and we do not feel that you are ready yet to have your own dog.


Yours truly,


Mom and Dad

