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Character Cards

	Ricardo is an enterprising seventh-grade student who has a successful dog-walking business. He takes care of ten dogs and takes pride in the fact that he has never had a complaint from any of his customers. He hopes to increase his business when summer vacation arrives.



	Mrs. Tate believes that cats are superior to dogs in all ways and that dogs should not be allowed on the streets. She also thinks that everyone under 21 is unreliable.



	Mr. Abram is a retired professor, a shy man who seldom speaks to his neighbors. He spends hours in his flower garden, which has been featured in the local paper. He has no family and dedicates his time to his plants, calling them by name.



	Julie Ames is a high school student; she makes good grades and is an excellent athlete. She is cheerful and enjoys being with people. She has an irrational fear of cats, and she is careful to keep her distance from them.



	Mr. Montoya, Ricardo’s father, does not like his son’s dog-walking business. He believes that young people should devote their time to studying. Only because Ricardo’s grandfather supports Ricardo’s choice has he agreed to allow it. Nevertheless, he regards the business as a serious waste of Ricardo’s time.



	Mrs. Best is the owner of two dogs—Socrates and Hercules. She has a broken leg and so must rely on Ricardo to walk her dogs. She does not like to entrust the care of her pets to someone else and asked Ricardo many questions before hiring him.




